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THE London County Council propose to increase 
the number of architects and architectural assist- 
ants in the Housing Architect's Division by a total 
of 110. The estimated cost in the current financial 
year is £18.600 and £96,410 a year (average) 
subsequently. 586 


Mr. Henry Moore is to advise on sculpture for 
Newton Aycliffe, the new town in South Durham. 587 


Pans for the reconstruction of Coventry are going 
ahead. Main proposals include the creation of a 
new shopping centre and the layout of a new 
central city square, Broadgate. 588 


New office accommodation on the Great West 
Road for the British Overseas Airways Corporation 
is now nearing completion. The type of construc- 
tion used is described and illustrated. 593 


THE policy of the Central Land Board has been 
outlined by Sir Malcolm Trustram Eve, K.C., 
chairman of the Board, who warns the public that 
there are but four and a half months left before 
March 31 next, by which date all claims on the 
£300m. for loss of development value on 
property should be in. Sir Malcolm points out 
that if the time for putting in claims were extended, 
the date of payment would have to be postponed 
also; it would be impossible to do the job in five 
yeais if more than one year was allotted to claims. 600 


No. 8 in the new series of “ Price Build-up To-day,” 
by “Cain” (V. C. Abell), deals with copper pipe, 
the figures given being based on the prices given 
for this material in the National Price List for 


October. 602 


A TRAVELLING exhibition showing some of the steps 
being taken by the Ministry of Works to help the 
building industry solve its problems is now on view 
at Lambeth Bridge House. The exhibition is in 
five sections, each of which is self-contained, with 
its own lighting, and will later be shown in various 
parts of the country. 605 


Tue Federation of British Industries has issued a 
statement setting out the reasons why it is com- 
pletely opposed to the Iron and Steel Bill. 606 


Mr. F. M. SLEEMAN; President of the National Fed- 
eration of Building Trades Employers, speaking in 
Birmingham, said that incentive schemes are being 
applied to a steadily increasing number of jobs, 
particularly to housing. The National Federation, 
he added, hoped to issue very shortly model 
schemes for the guidance of medium and small 
builders who were finding it difficult to draw up 
bonus schemes of their own. 607 


THE A.A. PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 


AT a time when many people are calling for wholesale 
a amalgamations of professional societies, nothing 
could have done more to show that the Architectural 
Association still has a useful individuality of purpose 
than Mr. Enthoven’s Presidential Address. The Associa- 
tion is not a policy-making body, but it is certainly a 
policy-influencing body, and it can speak with the 
clearer voice of a society which need not weigh every 
word in the micro-scales for fear of its repercussions. 

Mr. Enthoven is to be congratulated both on the form 
and substance of his address, and may justly feel that 
he has initiated a new session in an atmosphere which 
he has largely created himself. The form of his address 
was itself a model for such utterances, taking, as it did, 
the shape of a series of questions, to the answering of 
which the Association must devote itself in the future 
if it is to continue to serve its useful purpose. 

Chief of the subjects under review was that of archi- 
tectural education, upon which the A.A., as a pioneer 
body, has probably more right to intervene than any 
other outside the Board of Architectural Education. Mr. 
Enthoven described this more appropriately as “ the 
main concern of the Association,” and followed by ask- 
ing the broad question whether the present system was 
appropriate to our times. He suggested that it might 
consider whether or not training should become less 
metropolitan, and more related to the landscape on 
which so much building would be erected, and we feel 
that this was a most pertinent observation. 

Modern architecture has become so much associated 
with the block of multi-storeyed flats, the city office 
building and the departmental store that there has been 
a tendency to regard these large units as the important 
factor in architecture. In actual fact, they are the ex- 
ceptions to the common rule and, though they 
large in the streets in which they occur, their influence 
for good or ill is but a small fraction of the mass effect 
of small building upon the country town and country- 
side. We should do well, indeed, to consider whether 
enough attention has been paid to the more modest, 
and less spectacular, side of the modern building pro- 
gramme and, if we are honest with ourselves, we have 
little doubt that our conclusions will give us little satis- 
faction. 

Another point upon which Mr. Enthoven touched was 
the growing search for factual detail. He did not sug- 
gest it be treated as unnecessary or useless, but invited 
us to arrive at such a balance that the proper regard for 
the science of building does not crowd out deeper reali- 
ties. The hint that the reference library is for the pur- 
pose of easing the strain on overburdened memories 
should be remembered. 

We have little doubt that in the past too little atten- 
tion was paid to the science of building, and we well 
remember the times when there were certain poseurs 
in the profession who rather gloried in their remote- 
ness from the practical needs of the building craft. But, 
equally, we have felt that in more recent times the 
science of building has become so much of an obsession 
that theory threatens to be bartered for the inexhaustible 
wisdom of traditional experience. We have already 
suffered from the over-confidence of the scientist in 
some of our post-war experiments. If we let ourselves 
become satisfied merely with the mechanical solution of 
the building problem. the divine spark must inevitably 
become extinguished from the great art of building. 
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Mr. Enthoven had several interesting matters to which 
he called attention in connection with the relation be- 
tween architectural training and architectural practice. 
First, there was the interesting fact, which probably few 
of us realised, that only about one-third of trained 
students arrive at that stage through the five-year 
courses of the “recognised” schools. The fact is of 
great importance in adjusting the intake to the needs, 
and considerable attention is needed to its implications. 
The other matter was the difficulty of adjusting the rate 
of pay which the trained student might reasonably ex- 
pect after five years of hard study to the resources of 
the practices into which these students go in their first 
appointments. We cannot help feeling that this problem 
ought not to exist in a perfectly devised system of train- 
ing, and that there must be some defect in the latter to 
have created it. 

We would suggest that a course of training in archi- 
tecture would suffer little, if at all, if it aimed at pro- 
ducing ffirst, an architectural assistant whose 
services were well worth a good salary to 
any practising architect, and then at producing 
a future architect equipped with the technical 
skill and the aesthetic frame of mind necessary to him 
in the practice of his art. There is no use in shutting 
the eyes to the fact that among many practising archi- 
tects there is a deep sense of disquiet at the lack of 
practical conscience among the qualified students now 
being turned out of the architectural schools, and that 
sufficient attention has not been paid in their training 
to a survey of the rough foreground which every pilgrim 
to the hill-tops must first traverse. 

The President had many wise things to say about the 
future of private practice and urged, in the most posi- 
tive part of his address, not only a wider use of private 
architects upon public works but a still wider distribu- 
tion of such work among the many thousands of prac- 
tices in the United Kingdom. We, who believe with 
some fervour that no political system will ever eradicate 
the essential independence of the Britisher, will realise 
how far this trend drives into the social fabric, and how 
much depends upon our preserving the private practice 
through the immediate difficult years. 

Presidential addresses should close on a note of sturdy 
hope, and the President did not disappoint us. He asked 
whether we are in a power-dive out of which we had 
little hope of pulling, and answered for himself in an 
expression of faith that, despite the deviations and halt- 
ings which almost insurmountable problems impose 
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upon us, we are, in fact, steadily making progress, and 
that the day must come when the architect will “ work 
out his solutions to fit broad terms of reference, un- 
hampered by the unavoidable technical regulations of 
to-day.” 

His listeners, and a wider public, will echo from their 
hearts the same hope, which can be fulfilled only by a 
strong faith in the destiny of the human race. 
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The Equitable Sayings and Loan Building, Portland, 
Oregon, U.S.A., bed as “a benchmark for office 
building design.” (See Note.) 


The result technical assistants in the Housing Archi- 


tect’s Division by a total of 110. This 





Is it Architecture ? 
[N the days of our youth there was 
no lack of assurance among the 
initiated about the nature of architecture. 
Books like Belcher’s “Essentials” told 
us in precise terms the qualities we 
should expect to find in good work, and 
if we found them in a building we knew 
we were looking at architecture. A little 
intelligent reading in such authoritative 
pages seemed to be all that was neces- 
sary to gain a firm hold on the funda- 
mentals of architecture. This comfort- 
ing illusion was, of course, completely 
dispelled by a subsequent study of the 
works and writings of M. Le Corbusier 
and Mr. Frank Lloyd Wright. To-day 
most of us are shockproof, now that it 
has become conventional to defy con- 
ventions; but, inoculated as we are, it 
is still possible to be slightly startled 
by some current work of architecture; 
for example, the “ New Home of Equit- 
able Savings and Loan in Portland, Ore.,” 
illustrated in the September issue of 
The Architectural Forum. 

“Equitable Builds a Leader,” says a 
bold headline, and some breezily-written 
notes proceed to tell us that when Equit- 
able—“ one of the fastest growing build- 
ing and loan outfits in the region "—de- 

to rebuild its premises it called in 
“Portland's own Pietro Belluschi” and 


from the accompanying illustration, a 
skeleton of reinforced concrete with a 
glass-and-metal skin. The stoutest advo- 
cate of structural efficiency would, we 
should think, be more than satisfied with 
this. “Here,” we are told, “some 60 
years after its perfection, the multi- 
storey frame appears without a square 
inch of masonry above the first floor. . 
the greatest projection on the facade is 
fin.” It seems hardly worth. mention- 
ing. 

Now, we can readily believe that this 
is an efficient building. We would not 
seek to deny that “the old bugaboo of 
inflexible wiring and communication is 
whipped by Equitable’s special ceiling 
system,” nor that the “ glass-and- 
aluminium sheathing is first to break 
through blockade against the ‘curtain 
wall.’” These matters are not in dis- 
pute. The point is, is this architecture? 
No one has ever been ‘able to say at 
what precise point 8tructure is transmuted 
into architecture; but if this frame of a 
building is architecture then we must re- 
vise our conception of the irreducible 
minimum. Is it possible that Mr. 
Belluschi mistook his traffic lights? 


Architects and the L.C.C. 


THE London County Council propose 
to increase the number of architects and 


step, states a recent joint report of the 
Establishment Committee and the Gene- 
ral Purposes Committee, is made neces- 
sary to provide an organisation capable 
of preparing schemes for the larger pro- 
grammes, both of block dwellings and of 
cottages, for 1949 and subsequently; a 
special section, it is stated, will be re- 
quired for planning shopping centres. 
hostels, etc. This will at first consist of 
17 assistants, and will be expanded to 22 
after April 1 next year. 

There seems to be some difference be- 
tween the policies pursued by the Estab- 
lishment and General Purposes Commit- 
tees and by the Education and Res- 
taurants and Catering Committees in the 
matter of seeking additional architectural! 
assistance. Within recent months the lat- 
ter have allocated a substantial part of! 
their work to architects in private prac- 
tice. In fact, at the meeting of the Coun- 
cil held on November 2 the Restaurants 
and Catering Committee reported that 
they had settled detailed arrangements 
for the employment of architects in pri- 
vate practice in connection with the pro- 
vision of new restaurants, in accordance 
with the proposals authorised by the 
Council in February this year. 

The estimated cost of these new pro- 
posals to increase the Council’s archi- 
tectural staff is £18.600 in the current 
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financial year and £96,410 a year (ave- 
rage) subsequently. 

it is doubtful whether the employment 
of architects in private practice for thi 
work would be more costly, but even if 
it were the Council would thereby not 
run the risk of having too many staff 
architects to do too little work in the 
years to come. 


Architectural Aberration. 


A RECENT Offering from Hollywood, 
“The Secret Beyond the Door,” concerns 
the aberrations of an architect in the 
shape of Michael Redgrave. Seeming to 
have more interest in crime than architec- 
ture, he designs within the confines of 
his own home six rooms which represent 
scenes of notable murders in the past. 
The seventh is to house his little busi- 
ness with Miss Joan Bennett. All this 
whimsy has apparently been brought on 
because his mother (or sister) once locked 
him in a room, and he’s been troubled 
ever since. However, it all turns out all 
right, but not before Mr. Fritz Lang has 
laid on his usual line of the macabre. 
It seems a pity that the maker of such 
classics as “Metropolis” and “M ”"— 
films which did have a fine architectural 
quality about them—should stoop to 
waste his time on such hokum as this. 


pe probably there are architects with- 


t fairly harm- 


aberrations, but we su 
t on by absence 


less ones, mostly brou 
of work. 


The Brewery Lions, 


Lovers of the South Bank and of the 
lion which dominates the old Red Lion 
brewery adjacent to Waterloo Bridge, will 
be delighted to know that, through the 
King’s intervention, the lion is not to be 
lost but will be preserved and lent to 
the Festival of Britain, 1951, which will 
occupy the site. It was stated at Tues- 
day’s L.C.C. meeting that the King was 
under the impression that there were two 
lions, and that in this His Majesty was 
correct; there was.a second and smaller 
lion, over the Belvedere-road entrance. 
We believe that this was so, but this 
animal has long been removed; it is not 
seen in a sketch made in 1947 by Pro- 
fessor A. E. Richardson (reproduced in 
our issue for January 23 last). Does 
anyone know where it now is ? 


Should the Woodpecker? 


FRoM time immemorial Man has waged 
a ceaseless battle against Nature and the 
elements. In more recent years scientific 
knowledge and the skill of the builder 
and engineer have done much to put 
Nature on the losing side. True, there is 
the odd earthquake or tidal wave which 
leave us powerless. but, on the other 
hand, we have harnessed mighty rivers 
and tunnelled impassable mountain 
ranges. We can produce our own rain 
more or less when and where we want 
it by the physical bombardment of rain- 
clouds, while even the mysteries of the 


broody hen are -evealed through the 
Perspex observation window of the 
incubator. 


But Nature, it seems, has her own way 
of hitting back, for from the little Essex 
village of Stone, on the banks of the 
Blackwater, there comes lately the 
news that a large green woodpecker is 
pecking holes in a most persistent man- 
ner in a timber house, which is begin- 
ning to take on the appearance of a 
shrapnel target. The south and west 
walls, states one report, are pitted with 
holes two to six inches wide, although 
there are no signs in the woodwork of 
beetles or insects which the woodpecker 
usually seeks. 
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It may be, of course, that this particu- 
lar woodpecker is merely venting his dis- 
pleasure with the human race for hand- 


this ing his species down to posterity on the 


notes of a popular song. Whatever the 
reason, this sort of thing must not be 
allowed to spread; but what is to be done 
about it? Woodpeckers are protected by 
Statute in all parts of Britain from March 
2 to July 31. In specific areas, including 
Essex, they are protected all the year 
round. 

Nature, did we not say? has her own 
way of hitting back. 

Local or “ Outside” Architects ? 

A REPORT of the Sub-Committee for 
School Sites and Buildings, made to the 
last meeting of Southampton Education 
Committee, stated that the sub-commit- 
tee chairman had, as a matter of urgency, 
approved the appointment of Messrs. 
Lyons and Israel (one of the firms recom- 
mended by the R.1.B.A.) as architects for 
the erection of the Wimpson-lane junior 
school. A letter was also submitted from 
the president of the Hampshire and Isle 
of Wight Architectural Association re- 
questing the Education Committee to give 
consideration to the appointment of local 
architects in connection with new 
buildings. 

It was resolved by the sub-committee 
that every consideration should be given 
to the claims of local architects when pro- 
posals for new buildings or the recon- 
struction of war damage work were under 
discussion. A motion to refer the recom- 
mendation back was defeated by 17 votes 
to six, and the report was adopted. 


A Threat to “ The Backs.” 

THe Cambridge Preservation Society 
has shown’ great concern, in _ its 
annual report, at the Minister of Trans- 
port’s proposal to make Queen’s-road, 
Cambridge—* The Backs ’—into a trunk 
road. It is stressed that the Minister’s 
proposal was all the more distressing at 
a time when the New Town Planning 
Authority was about to make a compre- 
hensive plan for Cambridge with the 
assistance of Professor William Holford, 
M.A., A.R.LB.A., as consultant. 
report states that so great an issue as the 
fate of “ The Backs” should not be pre- 
judged until the Planning Authority has 
put forward suggestions for the future of 
“that beautiful setting which is part of 
the national treasure of architecture and 
landscape.” Fortunately there is still 
a chance that this magnificent road will 
be preserved for, as the Society states, 
when the members for the Borough and 
the University asked questions in the 
House of Commons, the Transport 
Minister hinted at the possibility of a 
local inquiry being made before any de- 
cision was reached. 


R.LB.A. Schools Exhibition. 

Tuts Exhibition visits Kent early in 
the New Year and will be shown at 
Maidstone, Canterbury, Tunbridge Wells 
and Sidcup. 


Hartlepool Planning Exhibition. 

Ow/InG to unforeseen circumstances, the 
proposed showing of the Hartlepool 
Planning Exhibition at the Planning 
Centre, W.C.2, from November 15-30, 
has had to be postponed. It is hoped to 
bring this exhibition to London some time 
in the New Year. 


Sculpture for a Satellite Town. 

Mr. Henry Moore has been called 
in by the Ministry of Town and Country 
Planning to advise on sculpture, one of 
the visual arts to be included in the pat- 
tern of Newton Aycliffe, the new town in 


‘ 


South Durham, which was inaugurated on 
November 9. 
Central Housing Advisory Committee. 
THe Minister of Health (Mr. Aneurin 
Bevan) has made two new appointments 
to his Central Housing Advisory Com- 
mittee. They are: Mr. J. W. Laing, a 
director of John Laing and Son, Ltd., 
building and engineering contractors, and 


Mr. P. L. Leigh-Breese, F.I.Hsg., secre- 
tary of the Guinness Trust. replace 
Sir George Burt and Sir David Smith, 


whose terms of office have expired. 


District Surveyor’s Examination. 

Or the ten candidates who presented 
themselves for the 1948 examination for 
the certificate of proficiency to perform 
the duties of District Surveyor under the 
London Building Acts, held from October 
18-22, the following have been granted 
by the Board the Certificate of Profi- 
ciency: Leslie R. Eves, M.C., A.M.L 
Struct.E., 26, Medwin-street, S.W.4; 
Sidney M. Haines, A.R.L.C.S., A.M.Inst. 
C.E., 56, Wentworth-road, N.W.11. 


Metropolitan Police Appointment. 

Mr. F. T. Busu, A.R.1.B.A.. retired 
on October 30 from the post of Deputy 
Chief Architect and Surveyor to the 
Metropolitan Police, after 28 years’ 
service. Mr. A. F. How, surveyor, has 
also retired after 28 years’ service. 

Mr. C. R. Fowkes, A.R.LBA., 
A.M.T.P.L., from the Ministry of Health, 
has succeeded Mr. Bush and took up duty 
on November 1. 


An Appointment. 

IT has been recommended by the L.C.C. 
Establishment Committee that Mr. P. E. 
Johnson-Marshall, A.R.1.B.A., A.M.T.P.L, 
be appointed an assistant senior planning 
officer in the architect’s department at a 
commencing salary of £1,000, rising in 
accordance with scale to £1,200 a year. 
— oe will date from Decem- 

“S 3 


Hospital Architect Appointed. 

Mr. T. Durry, F.R.1.B.A., at present 
assistant county architect to the Lan- 
cashire County Council, has been ap- 
pointed architect to the Manchester 
Regional Hospital Board, commencing 
duty on December 1. 


City Architect Appointed. 

Mr. F. MELLor, F.R.1.B.A., borough 
architect of Widnes, Lancashire, has 
been appointed as city architect of Ports- 
mouth at a salary of £1,400 rising to 
£1,700. The present city architect, Mr. 
A. J. Sharp, retires at the end of the 
year. 

Professional Announcements. 

Mr. J. M. Wirson, A.R.LB.A., and 
Mr. H. C. Mason, F.R.1.B.A., have been 
joined in partnership by Mr. J. A. 
Wilson, A.R.I.B.A., Mr. C. H. Lindsey 
Smith, L.R.I.B.A., and Mr. O. F. Savege, 
F.R.LB.A. The firm will practise under 
the name of J. M. Wilson, H. C. Mason 
and Partners, at 3, Chandos-street, 
Cavendish-square, W.1. (Tel.: Langham 
2652.) 

Mr. E. A. D. Tanner, F.R.1.B.A., has 
been appointed architect to Messrs. A. 
Boake, Roberts and Co., Ltd., chemical 
manufacturers, of 100, Carpenters-road, 
E.15, and would be glad to receive trade 
catalogues, etc. 

Mr. B. W. Exuis, F.R.LCS., has 
removed his office to 2, De La Beche- 
street, Swansea. (Tel. Swansea 2483.) 

The permanent office of MESsRS. 
GEORGE ELKINGTON AND SON is now estab- 
lished at 165, Gray’s Inn-road, London, 
W.C.1. (Tel. Terminus 4730.) 
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COMING EVENTS 


Tuesday, November 23. 
Brixton ScHoot oF Bui_pmsc.—Annual 


prizegiving by Sir Luke Fawcett, C.B.E. 
Sen all, Westminster-bridge, S.E.1. 
p.m 


Cuapwick Pusiic Lecrures.—* The In- 
fluence of Hygiene onthe Shape of Buildings,” 
by Mr. Alister MacDonald, F.R.I.B.A. The 
Royal Sanitary Institute, 90, Buckingham 
Palace-rd., S.W.1. 2.30 p.m. 


Wednesday, November 24. 

THE ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—* A 
New Form of Architectural Education,” by 
Mr. R. Gordon Brown, A.R.I.B.A. 36, 
Bedford-sq., W.C.1. 7.45 p.m. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ASSOCIA- 
TION.—Planning Forum meeting. ‘ Work 
and Health,” by Dr. R. S. S. Shilling, Mr. 
Brian Bunch, A.R.I.B.A., and Dr. John 
Burton. 28, King-st., W.C.2. 6.15 p.m. 

Roya Society or Arts.—*‘‘ Design in 
Relation to Industry through the Ages,” 
by Nikolaus Pevsner, Ph.D. John Adam-st., 
Adelphi, W.C.2. 2.30 p.m. 

Tue ENGrneers’ Gui_p.—** The Guild as an 
Association of Professional Engineers,” by 
Mr. Robert Chalmers, .B.E., B.Sc., and 
Mr. J. H. W. Turner, B.Sc. (Econ.). ‘ Old 
Medical Theatre, Edmund-st., Birmingham. 6 
p.m. 

Thursday, November 25. 

NATIONAL HOUSING AND TOWN PLANNING 
CounciL.—Conference for all local authori- 
ties in Britain. The Winter Gardens, Mar- 


gate. Civic reception. 8 p.m. (Until Nov- 
ember 28). 
THe INsTITUTE OF WeLDING.—‘‘ Curved 


Bridges and why they should be Welded,” 
by Mr. H. Gottfeldt, Dr. Ing. Joint meeting 
with Institution of Structural Engineers. 
11, Upper Belgrave-st., S.W.1. 6 p.m. 


Friday, November 26. 

THE INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGIN- 
FERS (Midland Counties Branch).—‘* Two 
Unusual Forms of Reinforced Concrete 
Construction,” by Mr. M. Adler and Mr. 
A. T. Clarke. James Watt Memorial Institute, 
Birmingham. 6 p.m. 


Saturday, November 27. 
THE ButLDING TEACHERS’ CONFERENCE.— 
Inaugural Conference. Northern Polytechnic, 
London, N.1. 10.30 a.m. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1848 
Saturday, November 18, 1848. 


(From a Letter). THe Four o'’CLock 
MOVEMENT. 


Sir,—. . . The privilege would at first 
cause some inconvenience to employers; 
but this was from the suddenness of the 
change, and not the principle of it. 
Employers had only to make their 
arrangements one hour and a half earlier, 
and then it was as easy to pay at four as 
half-past five. The bankers of the City 
(calculating men) find suspending their 
business at four o’clock on Saturdays to 
answer, why not builders? As regards 
the profit and loss, I believe the general 
adoption of the privilege, by allowing 
more time for mental and moral im- 
provement of workmen, and by diffusing 
a better feeling between employers and 
employed, is calculated, in itself, to 
amply repay employers. . . . In the face 
of the sinister wish that the privilege may 
be withdrawn, I have faith in the good 
sense of our Cubitts, our Bakers, our 
Pipers, and our Kelks. These gentle- 
men understand the interests of em- 
ployers and employed: and although 
sometimes a part of our trade may err, 
let not their sins be visited on 
the majority—ONE OF THE DELEGATES 
IN THE Four 0’CLOCK MOVEMENT. 

es The movement sought to give the build- 
ing operatite a longer period of leisure at the 
week-end by allowing work to finish at 4 p.m. 
on Saturdays, instead of at the customary 
5.30 p.m., a token payment of 9d. for crafts- 


men and 6d. for labourers compensating for 
the resultant decrease in the wage packet 
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RECONSTRUCTION OF COVENTRY 
NEW CENTRAL SQUARE AND SHOPPING CENTRE 


E. H. FORD, O.B.E., M.Inst.C.E., M.T.P.1., CITY ENGINEER 


DONALD E. E. GIBSON, M.A., A.R.LB.A., 
A.M.T.P.L, CITY ARCHITECT 


LANS for the reconstruction of the 
central area of Coventry—which was 
largely destroyed in the raids of 1941— 
are going ahead. They comprise in the 
main the creation of a new shopping 
centre and the layout of a new central city 


dard, the Godiva Statue and the Cathedral 
Tower—while peepholes in the sides allow 
one to look down on the shops below and 
the first-floor shopping terraces with their 
restaurants and showrooms. These 
terraces, which also give access to offices 
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The City Standard, Broadgate. 


square, Broadgate. On the east side of 
this square a group of temporary shops 
has been built. 

New SHOPPING CENTRE MODEL. This 
is the most up-to-date model of the pro- 
posals for a pedestrian shopping centre. 
The model conveys a realistic im- 
pression of the broad traffic-free street for 
pedestrians, lined with shops on both 
sides. A window gives a view of the 
proposals from the west, with the large 
departmental store buildings on Broad- 
gate backed by the City’s new flag stan- 


above, are reached by external staircases 
and lifts inside the buildings, and are 
linked together by an elegant footbridge 
which serves as a covered way from one 
side of the shops to the other; elsewhere 
arcades and canopies protect shoppers 
from the weather. Changes in level are 
overcome by ramps which offer no diffi- 
culty to the mother with her pram, whilst 
in the centre of the paved area a sunken 
garden provides a safe play space for 
children. The decorative pool is flankec 
by stone piers, to be a gift from Caen if 
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Normandy. These will be carved with 
sculptures symbolising the historic 
associations of Coventry and Normandy. 
[he simple modern buildings of brick 
and stone will be made gay with flower 
boxes and the bright colours of sunblinds 
and doorways, while the scene is com- 
pleted by a few carefully sited trees. 
BroaDGaTE ScHEME. A _ photograph 
shows the completion of the first phase 
f Coventry's reconstruction. The scheme 
udes the laying out of the new central 
City square, with a circulatory traffic 
system which will be enclosed on three 
sides by the mew permanent shopping 
bu 


site 


iidings and a hotel. On the traffic 

and a garden has been planted with 
flowers and shrubs, the gift to Coventry 
of the Dutch people, as a token of their 
er titude for the liberation of their 
c untry by British armies. The road- 
works, which are constructed of re- 
nforced concrete with a tarmacadam 
surface carpet, were made up by the 
Highways Department of the City En- 
gineer of Coventry, Mr. E. H. Ford, 
O.B.E., M.Inst.C.E., M.T.PI Broad- 
gate is the historic centre of the City of 
tite where the old East-West and 

North-South medizval roads crossed, and 
its reconstruction as the new City centre 

perpetuates in the new proposals for 
( oventry the continued existence of 
Broadgate. 

The temporary shops which form part 
of the Broadgate scheme are a group of 
eight structures on the east side of the 
new Broadgate, and were erected to pro- 
vide space for shopkeepers displaced by 
the Broadgate scheme. They are con- 
structed on a frame of tubular steel with 
welded tubular steel roof trusses, covered 
externally with corrugated asbestos. The 
roof spans vary between 18 ft. and 44 ft. 
to suit the tenants’ requirements. Walls 
are built in hollow clay tiles, suitably re- 
inforced and tied to the frames. Fixed 
Perspex roof lights are incorporated with 
small windows in the side walls, primarily 
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The temporary shopping centre, Broadgate. 


for ventilation. A continuous shop front 
is framed in normal steel scaffolding, with 
the usual fixing clips, and unifies the 
scheme by presenting an orderly and con- 
tinuous facade to the new central square. 
Gaily painted standard lettering relieves 
the broad expanse of corrugated asbestos 
fascia above the shop windows. Service 
yards and access for the delivery of goods 
are planned at the rear of the shops. 
THe Crry STANDARD. This, which_ is 
erected on the centre axis of the proposed 
pedestrian shopping centre, at the west 
side of the new Broadgate, is an octagonal 
aluminium mast, 56 ft. high, with cross 


trees supporting the City’s flag and Union 
Jack. The mast is surmounted at the top 
by the elephant from the City’s Arms, 
anodised to a golden colour. The mast 
was manuiactured by a number of Coven- 
try industrialists who undertook the work 
to display their skill in sheet metal con- 
struction, and who also contributed to the 
cost of the erection. Near the City Stan- 
dard is the first column of the 

shopping building to be erected shortly, 
and the foundation stone, which was laid 
by Her Royal Highness Princess Eliza- 
beth, on May 22, when she visited Coven- 
try to declare open the new Broadgate. 
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B.O.A.C. OFFICE 
EXTENSION 
Great West Road 


WALTER H. WILLIAMS, 
L.R.LB.A., 
Architect to British Overseas 
Airways Corporation. 


HE B.O.AC. office extension 

buildings now nearing compiction 
on the Great West Road, Brentford, 
comprise the following:—{a) Eight 
office buildings, each approx. 99 ft. 
by 33 ft. overall. (b) A connecting main 
corridor linking the eight buildings, 
approx. 430 ft. long and 4 ft. 9 in. 
overall width; and (c) Seven cloak- 
room buildings each 12 ft. by 16 ft. 
6 in. situated between the office 
buildings. 

The foundation is of the orthodox 
type. Isolated column footings are of 
reinforced concrete, cast in situ, the 
mix being 1: 2: 4. Tapered pockets 
are left in these footings for the 
reception of the precast colymns 
supporting the superstructure, with 
subsequent concreting to form a mono- 
lithic joint between the precast column 
and the concrete footing. The ground 
floor slab is 4 in. thick plain concrete 
laid on an 8 in. layer of hard core. 
This slab, concreted in 9 ft. by 12 ft. 
bays, has a 4 in. sand-cement screed, 
with Semtex floor finish. 

The superstructure (which uses only 
12 cwt. of steel per building) com- 
prises the following:—Precast pre- 
stressed concrete columns; “ Alcrete” 
foamed cement wall panels; double- 
sheeted aluminium partitions with 
glass wool fillings; insulated false 
ceiling; aluminium windows; alu- 
minium roof trusses; and corrugated 
aluminium roof sheets and fibre board 
on aluminium purlins, with aluminium 
corrugated gable sheeting to eaves 
level. 

The precast prestressed concrete 
columns are 7 in. by 12 in., with rebates 
provided in the internal face to receive 
the wall panels. They were precast by 
the Liverpool Artificial Stone Co., Ltd., 
using the following mix:—I: 14: 3 
by volume. The main reinforcement 
consists of a cable of twelve 1/5 in. 
diameter high tensile steel wires 
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Aluminium alloy roof trusses and purlins. 


General view of B.O.A.C. office buildings. 
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URBAN OBSTRUCTION TO LIGHT AND AIR 
An Alternative to Control by Code 


By PERCY J. WALDRAM, F.R.LC.S. 


[N 1947 it was reported in the daily Press 

that the Ministry of Town and Country 
Planning had warmly approved a report 
by Dr. Holden and Professor Holford on 
Reconstruction in the City of London. 
This report briefly described a novel and 
untried indirect method of controlling 
undue obstruction to light by post-war 
buildings which had been devised for the 
Ministry bythe D.S.IL.R. Its object was to 
give architects greater freedom in designing 
for natural lighting under the compara- 
tively modern system of “ open planning,” 
by which it is often possible to serve 
obstructed premises adequately by means 
of lateral light from beside, rather than over, 
obstructing buildings, to a sufficient degree 
to enable the customary pre-war restrictions 
on height. and permissible degrees of 
vertical obstruction to be dispensed with. 

The principles of open planning call for 
the arrangement of the maximum number of 
interiors sharing approximately the same 
area of unobstructed sky, and, therefore, 
sharing the sacrifice of site cover required 
in order to keep that sky unobstructed. 
They necessitate the elimination of the 
old-fashioned inefficient enclosed light 
well in favour of deep open-ended inden- 
tations in external walls, leading to plans 
of “+,” “Y,” “E,” and similar forms. 
These secure such a remarkable reduction 
of effective obstruction that on sufficiently 
large sites of suitable shape it is not diffi- 
cult to provide a notable increase of the 
pre-war accommodation on the site without 
exceeding the effective obstruction hitherto 
only enjoyed in suburbs. It is even sug- 
gested officially that post-war obstruction 
should be compulsorily restricted to the 
equivalent of about 35° across streets 
flanked by buildings of uniform height on 
the frontages. 


The indirect method of controlling 
excessive obstruction consists of permitting 
obstructions of any height provided they 
are sufficiently narrow to permit enough 
lateral light from beside them to enter 
obstructed premises, actual or potential, 
as to enable the latter to comply with an 
official ““ daylight code,” i.e., a specification 
of what was considered to be the functional 
requirements as regards natural light of 
different classes of interiors through 
specified fenestration. So far this code has 
only been fixed for urban offices, in the 
form of a minimum of 1 per cent. daylight 
factor at table height at cill level 12 ft. 
back from the outside of windows 10 ft. 
by 10 ft. and 3 ft. apart. 

The officially approved City report 
recommended that code control should not 
be made compulsory until it had been 
voluntarily tried out in practice by far- 
seeing ground landlords who, it was sug- 
gested, would not be slow to appreciate the 
practical value of the advantages claimed 
for it. In the meantime the report recom- 
mended far more lenient restriction for the 
City on the familiar lines of dimensional 

.control in common use before the war 
in the form of 56° (14 to 1) vertically across 
streets. Later a more detailed description 
of the evolution of the system of codecon- 
trol was published with official approval in 
the R.J.B.A. Journal of August, 1947. 

This article, which did not purport to 
be anything more than a “ study,” embodied 
certain obvious errors; but as code control 
was not then obligatory, little or no criti- 
cism was evoked. Now, however, the 
Ministry has published a booklet on “‘ The 
Redevelopment of Central Areas” 
(H.M.S.O., 12s. 6d.), which is virtually an 
official directive to local authorities to 
make code control obligatory and exclusive 
everywhere, without waiting for practical 
tests, as soon as rebuilding after enemy 
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action is recommenced. It also con- 
stitutes the explanatory R.I.B.A. article as 
the official description of. the new method 
of control now made obligatory. 


Defects of Indirect Control by Code. 


The official system has been strongly 
criticised; articles in the R.I.B.A. Journal, 
August, 1948, and the Architect and Build- 
ing News, August 6 and 13, 1948, have 
pointed out that it is essentially unworkable, 
unjust, impossible to administer and even 
defeats its own object. A long article in 
The Builder, August 20, 1948, details serious 
errors in the “ height indicators” which 
are officially recommended to enable the 
new system to be applied at all to practical 
design. This has been supplemented by 
an assertion in The Builder, September 3, 
1948, that the Ministerial directive illus- 
trates these indicators as proving the 
legality of two designs, both of which 
nevertheless palpably contravene the Min- 
istry code of permissible obstruction. Up 
to the present these very serious and even 
fatal criticisms have either remained un- 
contradicted or, what is still more eloquent, 
replied to officially by a mere quibble, 
quite incorrect, which has been easily 
refuted (vide Architect and Building News, 
September 10, 1948). These articles sug- 
gest the possibility of devising simple 
workable alternatives which would secure 
all the highly desirable objectives of the 
Official system without its defects; and the 
following is an attempt to implement those 
suggestions. 


Mutual Modification of Direct and Indirect 
Control 


A slight modification of the requirements 
of the code will be necessary; but the 
official descriptive article scarcely gives the 
impression of these having been the result 
of any very profound study or research. 
Rather does it suggest that they have been 
fixed almost casually, with the object of 
formulating the new system of indirect 
control, instead of being, as their vital 
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Projection of windows 10 ft. high from reference point 11 ft. back at cill level. 
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importance requires, the semi-judicial find- 
ings of an experi architect 
who has duly weighed all the various con- 
tradictory desiderata involved. The code 
calls for the full reduction of effective 
obstruction rendered possible by open 
planning to be achieved in all cases, 
irrespective of whether the size and shape 
of a site is such as renders open planning 
possible. Many, if not most, urban sites 
are not; and in order to prevent adminis- 
tration from being hampered by incessant 
disputes over the vital point as to whether 
the stringent requirements of the code or 
the more lenient obligations of dimensional 
control should apply in any given case, the 
suggestion has been made that both might 
be so modified as to render*their effect 
identical, thereby making them capable of 
being applied alternatively. The familiar 
vertical angle of 45°, simple and easily 
applied, is proposed as convenient; because 
with a permissible building height limit of 
100 ft. (desirable for effective fire fighting) 
its effect on the code as officially specified 
for offices would merely be to alter the 
unit of intensity penetrating to a minimum 
depth from 1 per cent. daylight factor (a 
theoretical value as to which we have no 
practical knowledge) at 12 ft. to the no-sky 
line (about which we at least know some- 
thing, if only a little) at 11 ft. 6 in. It 
can easily be proved that the latter is 
equivalent to the legal and international 
“grumble point” (0.2 per cent. daylight 
factor) of natural light for ordinary pur- 
poses comparable with easy clerical work 
over long periods, at 11 ft. The use of 
the no-sky line as a standard of minimum 
penetration would also have the very 
material additional advantage of rendering 
possible a simple geometrical method 6f 
determining the sequence of storey heights, 
a matter of no small importance to the 
architect, which will secure on upper floors 
equal compliance with code requirements 
as determined for the lowest floor. For 
this invaluable design tool we are indebted 
to the report already referred to on the 
planning of post-war rebuilding in the 
City of London. 

No-Sky Line an Unsuitable Criterion. 

In spite, however, of these advantages 
there is an insuperable objection to making 
the no-sky line the criterion of penetration 
owing to the fact that when obstructions 
are irregular, as they frequently are in 
towns, it often only ts the last 
glimmer from a belt of light which is far 
too small to be material, and therefore 
has no practical significance. For this 
reason it is preferable for the criterion to 
have some definite daylight factor, or rather 
sky factor, value. It would be convenient 
to make this 0.2 per cent., not only because 
we have at least some tested knowledge of 
this legal and international standard, where- 
as 1 per cent. is to us merely a theoretical 
abstraction; but mainly because 0.2 per 
cent. is so consistently found almost exactly 
6 in. in front of the no-sky line of moder- 
ately severe vertical obstructions, ¢.g., 
45°, as to be usable as a fixed alternative to 
the no-sky line. e0 

It is therefore suggested that permissible 
building height should be limited to 100 ft. 
and permissible vertical obstruction to 
45° unless sufficient lateral light from 
beside an obstruction can enter any 
obstructed window, actual or potential, 
to enable any office to enjoy a no-sky 
factor value of 0.2 per cent. at a distance of 
11 ft. back from the outside of windows 
10 ft. by 10 ft. and 3 ft. apart at table height 
at cill level. ' : 

The question arises as to what extent it 
is possible to dispense with code control 
and its “ height indicators,” correct or 
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otherwise, by means of some form of direct 
dimensional or geometrical limitation of 
obstruction to lateral light from an indented 
facade. This is comparatively simple as 
regards the maximum width of unduly 
high protuberances. The minimum width 
and depth of the recesses, however, is less 
simple; but fortunately there is little, if 
any, need to specify minimum dimensions 
for them. Before attempting the task of 
devising a system of direct control it would 
be desirable to consider the somewhat 
peculiar fenestration specified by the 
Ministry as that through which the code 
must be complied with. Windows 10 ft. by 
10 ft. and 3 ft. apart determine that the 
office interior, which will make the most 
severe demands on lateral light, will be one 
about 12 ft. wide lit by a single window 
opposite the centre of a tall protuberance. 
The lateral opening angle (¢,) of such a 
window subtended at 11 ft. can easily be 
calculated. Thus 


te F ee 


2: — 24° 25’ and ¢, = 48° 50’ 


Windows 10 ft. by 10 ft. may be suitable 
for ground-floor shops, but for offices any 
architect would at once substitute the more 
pleasing and more efficient dimensions of 
5 ft. wide by 10 ft. high, and at least 3 ft. 
apart. It is therefore not unreasonable to 
suppose that sooner rather than later, the 
official specification of standard office 
fenestration will be altered from windows 
10 ft. by 10 ft. and 3 ft. apart to windows 
5 ft. by 10 ft. and 3 ft. apart. This would 
reduce the demands on lateral light by 
altering the critical office interior to one 
about 15 ft. wide with two windows with a 
central 3-ft. pier opposite the centre of 
any tall protuberance. 

The lateral opening angle (¢,) subtended 
at 11 ft. by two 5-ft. windows and a central 
3-ft. pier would be :— : 


oy - 6.5 _ 
tan , pets 0.591, 


2 == 30° 35’ and ¢, = 61° 10 


Fig. 1* shows on the right-hand side a 
half of a window 10 ft. by 10 ft. and on the 
left-hand side half of a pair of windows 
each 5 ft. by 10 ft. with a central pier 3 ft. 
wide; both set out on an ordinary rec- 
tangular measuring diagram from a reference 
point 11 ft. back. 

It is now necessary to consider the width 
of any protuberance. In a typical case 
this would be the end of a structural 
wing housing two office rooms separated by 
a corridor, and therefore about 37 ft. 
wide where it impinges on a_ street 
frontage. It is reasonable to suppose that 
central urban streets less than 45 ft. wide 
between buildings would be widened under 
any town-planning scheme. This would 
enable the permissible width of a protuber- 
ance to be limited to that subtending 
a lateral angle of 45°, for 45 ft. x 
tan 224° x 2 = 90 x 0.414, or 37 ft. 

The lateral opening angle (¢o) of such 
a protuberance subtended at a point 11 ft. 
back would be:— 


¢o 18.5 
O =H 70:33, 


2 = 18°25’ and ¢» = 36° 50’ 


The opening angle of two windows (¢,) 
being 61° 10’, the unobstructed margin on 
each side of the centre which would be 
called upon to supply half of the 0.2 per 
cent. sky factor from lateral light at 11 ft. 
would be:— 

61° 10’ — 36°50’ 24° 20’ 
2 Bena 

It is now necessary to ascertain the vertical 
angle of obstruction at the back of any 
adjoining recess or recesses which would 
permit of this unobstructed lateral width 
contributing 0.2 per cent. sky factor. This 
can be obtained readily from an ordinary 

. 1 i 3 in. 

Pa eee Oo ce fries Oe 
diagram 20 in. by 10 in., complete with “ droop 
No. 7. Ilumination Research “ The Penetration of 


= 12°10’ 








Daylight and Sunshine into Buildings,” H.M.S.O. 
dimensions of 13 in. by (which are 
sufficient to cover the majority of required 


in practice) have been selected to enable projections 
on tracing paper to be filed flat with foolscap papers. 
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URBAN OBSTRUCTION TO LIGHT AND AIR 


An Alternative to Control by Code 


By PERCY J. WALDRAM, F.R.LCS. 


[[N 1947 it was reported in the daily Press 
that the Ministry of Town and Country 
Planning had warmly oved a report 
ad Dr. Holden and spay Se we Holford on 
Reconstruction in the City of London. 
This report briefly described a novel and 
untried indirect method of controlling 
undue obstruction to light by post-war 
buildings which had been devised for the 
Ministry by the D.S.LR. Its object was to 


~ architects greater freedom in designing 


natural lighting under the compara- 
system of “ open planning,” 
by which it is often possible to serve 
obstructed premises adequately by means 
of lateral light from beside, rather than over, 
obstructing buildings, to a sufficient degree 
to enable the customary pre-war restrictions 
on height and permissible degrees of 
vertical obstruction to be dispensed with. 
The principles of open planning call for 
the arrangement of the maximum number of 
interiors sharing approximately the same 
area of unobstructed sky, and, therefore, 
sharing the sacrifice of site cover required 
in order to keep that sky unobstructed. 
They necessitate the elimination of the 
old-fashioned inefficient enclosed light 
well in favour of deep open-ended inden- 
tations in external walls, leading to plans 
of “+,” “Y,” “E,” and similar forms. 
These secure such a remarkable reduction 
of effective obstruction that on sufficiently 
large sites of suitable shape it is not diffi- 
cult to provide a notable increase of the 
pre-war accommodation on the site without 
exceeding the effective obstruction hitherto 
only enjoyed in suburbs. It is even sug- 
gested officially that post-war obstruction 
should be compulsorily restricted to the 
equivalent of about 35° across streets 
flanked by buildings of uniform height on 
the frontages. 


The indirect method of controlling 
excessive obstruction consists of permitting 
obstructions of any height provided they 
are sufficiently narrow to permit enough 
lateral light from beside them to enter 
obstructed premises, actual or potential, 
as to enable the latter to comply with an 
official “ daylight code,” i.e., a specification 
of what was considered to be the functional 
requirements as regards natural light of 
different classes of interiors through 
specified fenestration. So far this code has 
only been fixed for urban offices, in the 
form of a minimum of | per cent. daylight 
factor at table height at cill level 12 ft. 
back from the outside of windows 10 ft. 
by 10 ft. and 3 ft. apart. 

The officially approved City report 
recommended that code control should not 
be made compulsory until it had been 
voluntarily tried out in practice by far- 
seeing ground landlords who, it was sug- 
gested, would not be slow to appreciate the 
practical value of the advantages claimed 
for it. In the meantime the report recom- 
mended far more lenient restriction for the 
City on the familiar lines of dimensional 
control in common use before the war 
in the form of 56° (14 to 1) vertically across 
streets. Later a more detailed description 
of the evolution of the system of code con- 
trol was published with official approval in 
the R.1.B.A. Journal of August, 1947. 

This article, which did not purport to 
be anything more than a “ study,” embodied 
certain obvious errors; but as code control 
was not then obligatory, little or no criti- 
cism was evoked. Now, however, the 
Ministry has published a booklet on “ The 
Redevelopment of Central Areas” 
(H.M.S.O., 12s. 6d.), which is virtually an 
official directive to local authorities to 
make code control obligatory and exclusive 
everywhere, without waiting for practical 
tests, as soon as rebuilding after enemy 
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action is recommenced. It also con- 
stitutes the explanatory R.LB.A. article as 
the official 


Defects of Indirect Control by Code. 

The official system has been strongly 
criticised; articles in the R.I.B.A. Journal, 
August, 1948, and the Architett and Build. 
ing News, August 6 and 13, 1948, have 
pointed out that it is essentially unworkable, 
unjust, impossible to administer and even 
defeats its own object. A long article in 
The Builder, August 20, 1948, details serious 
errors in the “ height indicators” which 
are officially recommended to enable the 
new system to be applied at all to practical 
design. This has been supplemented by 
an assertion in The Builder, September 3, 
1948, that the Ministerial ‘directive illus- 
trates these indicators as proving the 
legality of two designs, both of which 
nevertheless palpably contravene the Min- 
istry code of permissible obstruction. Up 
to the present these very serious and even 
fatal criticisms have either remained un- 
contradicted or, what is still more eloquent, 
replied to officially by a mere quibble, 
quite incorrect, which has been easily 
refuted (vide Architect and Building News, 
September 10, 1948). These articles sug- 
gest the possibility of devising simple 
workable alternatives which would secure 
all the highly desirable objectives of the 
official system without its defects; and the 
following is an attempt to implement those 
suggestions. 


Mutual Modification of Direct and Indirect 
Control 


A slight modification of the requirements 
of the code will be necessary; but the 
official descriptive article scarcely gives the 
impression of these having been the result 
of any very profound study or research. 
Rather does it suggest that they have been 
fixed almost casually, with the object of 
formulating the new system of indirect 
control, instead of being, as their vital 
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Projection of windows 10 ft. high from reference point 11 ft. back at cill level. 
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importance requires, the semi-judicial find- 
ings of an experi practical architect 
who has duly weighed all the various con- 
tradictory desiderata involved. The code 
calls for the full cen Aad a reont 
obstruction rendered possi y open 
planning to be achieved in all cases, 


irrespective of whether the size and shape 


of a site is such as renders open planning 
possible. Many, if not most, urban sites 
are not; and in order to prevent adminis- 
tration from being by incessant 
disputes over the vital point as to whether 
the stringent requirements of the code or 
the more lenient obligations of dimensional 
control should apply in any given case, the 
suggestion has been made that both might 
be so modified as to render*their effect 
identical, thereby making them capable of 
being applied alternatively. The familiar 
vertical angle of 45°, simple and easily 
applied, is proposed as convenient; because 
with a permissible building height limit of 
100 ft. (desirable for effective fire fighting) 
its effect on the code as officially specified 
for offices would merely be to alter the 
unit of intensity penetrating to a minimum 
depth from 1 per cent. daylight factor (a 
theoretical value as to which we have no 
practical knowledge) at 12 ft. to the no-sky 
line (about which we at least know some- 
thing, if only a little) at 11 ft. 6 in. It 
can easily be proved that the latter is 
equivalent to the legal and international 
“grumble point” (0.2 per cent. daylight 
factor) of natural light for ordinary pur- 
poses comparable with easy clerical work 
over long periods, at 11 ft. The use of 
the no-sky line as a standard of minimum 
penetration would also have the very 
material additional advantage of rendering 
possible a simple geometrical method 6f 
determining the sequence of storey heights, 
a matter of no small importance to the 
architect, which will secure on upper floors 
equal compliance with code requirements 
as determined for the lowest floor. For 
this invaluable design tool we are indebted 
to the report already referred to on the 
planning of post-war rebuilding in the 
City of London. 

No-Sky Line an Unsuitable Criterion. 

In spite, however, of these advantages 
there is an insuperable objection to making 
the no-sky line the criterion of penetration 
owing to the fact that when obstructions 
are irregular, as they frequently are in 
towns, it often only represents the last 
glimmer from a belt of light which is far 
too small to be material, and therefore 
has no practical significance. For this 
reason it is preferable for the criterion to 
have some definite daylight factor, or rather 
sky factor, value. It would be convenient 
to make this 0.2 per cent., not only because 
we have at least some tested knowledge of 
this legal and international standard, where- 
as 1 per cent. is to us merely a theoretical 
abstraction; but mainly because 0.2 per 
cent. is so consistently found almost exactly 
6 in. in front of the no-sky line of moder- 
ately severe vertical obstructions, ¢.g., 
45°, as to be usable as a fixed alternative to 
the no-sky line. od 

It is therefore suggested that permissible 
building height should be limited to 100 ft. 
and permissible vertical obstruction to 
45° unless sufficient lateral light from 
beside an obstruction can enter any 
obstructed window, actual or potential, 
to enable any office to enjoy a no-sky 
factor value of 0.2 per cent. at a distance of 
ll ft. back from the outside of windows 
10 ft. by 10 ft. and 3 ft. apart at table height 
at cill level. : : 

The question arises as to what extent it 
is possible to dispense with code control 
and its “height indicators,” correct or 
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otherwise, by means of some form of direct 
dimensional or geometrical limitation of 
obstruction to lateral light from an indented 
facade. This is comparatively simple as 
regards the maximum width of unduly 
high protuberances. The minimum width 
and depth of the recesses, however, is less 
simple; but fortunately there is little, if 
any, need to specify minimum dimensions 
for them. Before attempting the task of 
devising a system of direct control it would 
be desirable to consider the somewhat 
peculiar fenestration specified by the 
Ministry as that through which the code 
must be complied with. Windows 10 ft. by 
10 ft. and 3 ft. apart determine that the 
office interior, which will make the most 
severe demands on lateral light, will be one 
about 12 ft. wide lit by a single window 
opposite the centre of a tall protuberance. 
The lateral opening angle (%,) of such a 
window subtended at 11 ft. can easily be 
calculated. Thus 


es = 24°25’ and ¢, = 48° 50’ 

Windows 10 ft. by 10 ft. may be suitable 
for ground-floor shops, but for offices any 
architect would at once substitute the more 
pleasing and more efficient dimensions of 
5 ft. wide by 10 ft. high, and at least 3 ft. 
apart. It is therefore not unreasonable to 
suppose that sooner rather than later, the 
official specification of standard office 
fenestration will be altered from windows 
10 ft. by 10 ft. and 3 ft. apart to windows 
5 ft. by 10 ft. and 3 ft. apart. This would 
reduce the demands on lateral light by 
altering the critical office interior to one 
about 15 ft. wide with two windows with a 
central 3-ft. pier opposite the centre of 
any tall protuberance. 

The lateral opening angle (¢,) subtended 
at 11 ft. by two 5-ft. windows and a central 
3-ft. pier would be :— : 


tan £3 san © an 0,598, 


il 
$2 -- 30° 35’ and ¢, = 61° 10 


Fig. 1* shows on the right-hand side a 
half of a window 10 ft. by 10 ft. and on the 
left-hand side half of a pair of windows 
each 5 ft. by 10 ft. with a central pier 3 ft. 
wide; both set out on an ordinary rec- 
tangular measuring diagram froma reference 
point 11 ft. back. 

It is now necessary to consider the width 
of any protuberance. In a typical case 
this would be the end of a structural 
wing housing two office rooms separated by 
a corridor, and therefore about 37 ft. 
wide where it impinges on a_ street 
frontage. It is reasonable to suppose that 
central urban streets less than 45 ft. wide 
between buildings would be widened under 
any town-planning scheme. This would 
enable the permissible width of a protuber- 
ance to be limited to that subtending 
a lateral angle of 45°, for 45 ft. x 
tan 224° x 2 = 90 x 0.414, or 37 ft. 

The lateral opening angle (¢.) of such 
a protuberance subtended at a point 11 ft. 
back would be:— 


o 18.5 
=H 7033, 


2 18° 25’ and ¢» = 36° 50’ 


The opening angle of two windows (¢,) 
being 61° 10’, the unobstructed margin on 
each side of the centre which would be 
called upon to supply half of the 0.2 per 
cent. sky factor from lateral light at 11 ft. 
would be:— 

61° 10’ — 36° 50’ _ 24° 20 = 12° 10’ 
2 2 

It is now necessary to ascertain the vertical 
angle of obstruction at the back of any 
adjoining recess or recesses which would 
permit of this unobstructed lateral width 
contributing 0.2 per cent. sky factor. This 
can be obtained readily from an ordinary 








* Fig. 1 represents the coneral passion (13 in. by 
8in.) of an ordinary rectangular Waldram measuring 
diagram 20 in. by 10 in., complete with “ droop 
lines’ as described in the D.S.L.R. Technical Paper 
Des ie poe pe ery nMSO.” 

i ine into i ” H. OO. 
dimensions Sad 13 in. A ¢ in. (which are 
sufficient to cover the majority 
in practice) have been selected to enable projections 
on tracing paper to be filed flat with foolscap papers. 



































































Waldram diagram, as Fig. 1, or perhaps 
more speedily with a slide 
ee formula deduced 
R.1.B.A. Journal of May, 1946, (Vol. 53, 
No. 7, pp. 290 to 294) 

Sky Factor per cent, = ¢ X ince 


especially with the help of a simple graph 
as Fig. 2 giving the values of 1 —cos2é 
for different values of @. For those un- 
accustomed to the use of diagrams for 
measuring sky factors (often miscalled 
daylight factors) it should be noted that 
lateral angles are denoted by ¢ and vertical 
angles by 9. : 

The vertical obstruction must, of course, 
be less than the 45° subtended at the 
ground level of the window wall which 
would give 0.2 per cent. at 11 ft. back if 
it were continuous across the aspect 
without protuberances. 

It can be calculated from the approxi- 
mate formula or, more accurately, by setting 
out on a rectangular measuring diagram 
as Fig. 1, indicating the permissible vertical 
angles of vertical obstruction permitting 
various angular widths unobstructed later- 
ally to provide a sky factor value of 0.2 per 
cent. to penetrate to 11 ft. These values 
can be plotted for greater convenience as on 
Fig.3, which indicates the vertical angles of 
obstruction continuous across the widths 
ieft unobstructed laterally on both sides of 
the pair of windows and the central pier 
The vertical angle (9,.) of a window head 
10 ft. high at 11 ft. would be :— 

tan Oy» = 10/11 = 0.909.4 = 42° 18’ 

and 1 — cos2 6, = 0.9 

The sky factor value of an unobstructed 
window 12° 10’ wide displaced 30° 35’ from 
the centre would be approximately 


Sky factor per cent. = 
$—7.2X (1—Ccos20y)= sea 


The vertical obstruction (@) which would 
permit this laterally unobstructed width 
on each side to supply a sky factor value of 
0.1 per cent. would therefore have sky 
factor value of 





x 0.9= 1.507 
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Referring to Fig. 2 it will be seen 
that if 1 — cos 2% = 0.83, @=40°. As 
42° 18’ — 40° = 2° 18’ the end walls 
of each of two recesses adjoining either 
side of a central high protuberance must 
therefore be reduced in height by 56’ x 
tan 2° 18’ = 56 xX 0.04 = say 2 ft., or 
increased in distance by the same amount 
as compared with what would comply 
with a limitation of vertical obstruction 
to 45° subtended at the ground line. 

More exact values of 9% are plotted 
on Fig. 3 indicating the vertical obstruc- 
tion at the back of recesses which permits 
of 0.2 per cent. of lateral light being left to a 
reference point 11 ft. back from one window 
10 ft. by 10 ft. or two windows each 5 ft. by 
10 ft. and 3 ft. apart, through gaps left 
unobstructed laterally. The width and 
depth of recesses will not, however, require 
dimensional or geometrical regulation, 
for they will obviously be governed by the 
circumstances of each particular case, 
such as the size and shape of the site, the 
open plan form selected, and the necessity 
of providing adequate natural light to 
any interiors facing into recesses. 

It should, therefore, be possible to 
secure all the advantages of open planning 
by a restriction of building height to 100 ft. 
and permissible vertical obstruction to 
45° except where the obstruction is 
sufficiently narrow to subtend an opening 
lateral angle of not more than 45° at 
the centre on plan of any obstructed 
window, actual or potential, at a distance 
of not more than 45 ft., and that sufficient 
unobstructed natural light shall be left 
to any window so obstructed as would 
permit of the penetration of at least 0.2 
per cent. sky factor at table height at cill 
level to a distance of 11 ft. back from two 
windows 5 ft. by 10 ft. high and 3 ft. apart. 
For the obligation last named correct 
height indicators could be set out with little 
difficulty, but it is suggested that with 
graphs like Fig. 3 they would probably 
prove unnecessary. 

Regulations, expressed in wording which 
has been carefully considered, will also be 
required to define important points which 
are as yet officially undecided ; these are : 


1.507 per cent. — 0.1 = 1.407 (1) Whether there is any obligation 
12.02 x 1 —cos 2% = 1.407 to leave adequate light to windows of 
he : ee buildings ra or near the flanks 

167x1— 26, = 1.407 of urban sites, and i so, what. 
. _ ; 407 0 (2) The question whether obligations 
or 1 — cos26=—~ = 0.83 must be complied with completely by 
1.67 individual buildings immediately or in 
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partnership with neighbours as part of a 
swear — scheme which 
may not come in Operation unti 
all have rebuilt. ' 
\3) The extent of F.S.I. or site cover 
restrictions and particularly the question 
whether basement and ground floors 
should be included in F.S.I. calculations. 
Opinions may differ with regard to any 
or all of these points ; but their determina- 
tion should present little or no difficulty to 
an authoritative committee comprising 
skilled and practical architects like the con- 
sultants responsible for the City of London 
Report and administrators of experience 
like the town planning staff of the London 
County Council, aided by the knowledge 
and experience of the Ministry of Town and 
Country Planning and the Building Re- 
search Board. In any case, they are far 
too vitally important to be left completely 
in the air, as they are at present. 


BOOK REVIEW 


THE Story OF A House. By A. B. 
Waters, M.B.E., G.M., F.R.1.B.A- 
Pp. 126, illustrated. (Published by 
The _ Illustrated Carpenter and 
Builder.) 8s. 6d. net. 


THE deceptively simple title and the 
slim format of this excellent and unusual 
book conceal its Comprehensive charac- 
ter. The publishers justifiably claim on 
the dust-jacket that “ unlike the majority 
of building textbooks. it is one that will 
be of interest to the lay public ”; but they 
might go much further and state that it 
is something entirely new in textbooks; 
indeed, it is something more than a mere 
textbook of building construction. The 
actual house around which the book is 
written is a small one, complying with 
current restrictions upon size and cost, 
but capable of ultimate extension to the 
size shown on the plans. It has 11-in. 
brick cavity-walls, a simple hipped timber 
roof, and a bay-window, so may be re- 
garded as “ traditional ” in type. It serves 
the purpose of the book adequately, be- 
ing well designed and free from all 
eccentricities. 

This is not an introductory manual 
for beginners; far from it. Competent 
practising architects and experienced 
builders will find it as useful to them as 
it will be to advanced students. Not a 
single detail is slurred over or omitted. 
The text is well written but not in the 
least elementary, and the numerous 
illustrations are crystal clear. One of the 
most valuable aspects of the book is the 
space devoted to current procedure—all 
the elaborate rigmarole now involved in 
the submission of plans, obtaining of 
permits and priorities, organising of 
operations by the builder, negotiations 
with sub-contractors, terms of the 
R.L.B.A. Contract, and use of Standard 
Specifications. Information under these 
heads includes the latest regulations up 
to July, 1948. Except that the house has 
a septic tank and an independent water- 
supply from a well by means of a pump, 
its construction—described in some 30 
chapters—is normal present-day practice. 

Major Waters has been assisted in 
compiling this book by a team of expert 
collaborators, and some of the chapters— 
e.g. on scaffolding, plumbing, plastering. 
electrical work, and especially the gas 
services—are most exhaustively treated 
and illustrated. Finally, the price at 
which his comprehensive manual is 
offered is so low that its success should 
be assured, for it deserves a place on the 
bookshelves of all concerned with 
modern building. 

M. S. B. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
Architects in Private Practice. 
To THE EDITOR OF The Builder. 


Sir,—It appears from the letter of 
Mr. Leonard Howitt that he is overlook- 
ing my references to the vast amount 
of building work for which Ministry of 
Works licences are not required. 
M.O.W. licences seem to afford the best 
means we possess of gauging the amount 
of work available to private architects, 
but they are not a means of ascertaining 
the amount of work now being done 
by official architects. It is well known 
that the Ministry of Works is now em- 
ploying a very large staff of architects 
upon schemes of their own, about which 
their Licensing Officers do not publish 
particulars. 1 understand that each 
Government department deals with its 
own building programme in a more or 
less similar way, without any obligation 
to apply to the M.O.W. for a licence. 
The Ministry of Health, acting mainly 
as an advisory body, does not, like other 
Ministries, carry out the building pro- 
gramme that it directs. In that instance, 
the work is deputed to local authorities 
and these, as Mr. Howitt knows, do not 
need M.O.W. licences in order to carry 
out their schemes. The authority of 
the Ministry of Health and not of the 
Ministry of Works is required. 


When I wrote—“It is quite possible 
that a small percentage of the work 
available, so small as to have little effect 
on the work of official architects, would 
be sufficient to check depletion of the 
ranks of those practising privately,” I 
was referring to a percentage of all the 
work now being done by all the Minis- 
tries and Government departments and 
not to that limited part of it for which 
M.O.W. building licences have to be ob- 
tained. 

I infer from his concluding remarks 
that Mr. Howitt considers that, if archi- 
tectural work could not legally be en- 
trusted to any but registered architects, 
the true solution would have been found. 
If that should be his belief, I am to some 
extent in agreement with him; but it 
seems to me that, at the present time, 
the complete remedy demands in addition 
a comprehensive scheme for the allo- 
cation of all building work amongst 
official and private architects generally, 
so as to benefit all and not merely a 
favoured few. 

JOHN SWARBRICK. 

3, North, King’s Bench Walk, 





Temple, E.C.4. 
To THE Eprror oF The Builder. 
Sik,—Those who have read Mr. 


Swarbrick’s very complete digest in your 
issue for November 5 will have done so 
with very mixed feelings and no small 
resentment. It may astonish Mr. 
Swarbrick to know and realise that pri- 
vate architects do not seek for any 
allocation of Government work, let alone 
a greater one, and it seems deplorable 
that Mr. Swarbrick has not seen fit to 
ascertain the real and true objectives 
of private practitioners before rushing 
into print and stating a case for which 
he has no mandate. Despite the per- 
sonal regard I have for Mr. Swarbrick, 
whose friendship I value, I am bound 
to confess that I am glad that I do not 
live next_door to him since it would 
appear that having taken the trouble by 
dint of hard labour to plant and stock 
my garden with fruit trees, a prerogative 
to which he is equally entitled within 
his own domain, I may at any moment 
be called upon not only to allocate the 
fruit but also the trees to him at his 
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request. Being very human I would 
object; in fact, I would objeet very 
strongly. > 

The State, over a period of years—a 
great many years, in fact—has seen fit, on 
behalf of the community, to establish 
its own cape cg pang service, a process to 
which no one can have any objection, 
and to ask it to allocate its own work in 
any quantity to the private practitioner 
is nothing short of rank impertinence. 
Now what is much more to the point, 
and what Mr. Swarbrick may on reflec- 
tion agree is more illustrative of matters, 
is the tendency of the State to intrude into 
and abrogate to itself a province of work 
which has from time immemorial been 
carried out by the private practitioner and 
to impose inhibitions and preventive mea- 
sures curtailing the right to contribute his 
own service to the community. So long 
as the State, through its own architectural 
service, confines itself to the design, erec- 
uon and maintenance of State institu- 
tions within reasonable limits—leaving a 
modicum of freedom and licence to others 
to carry out other branches of work— 
there can be no complaint. No private 
practitioner really desires any allocation 
of Government work, neither does he nor 
is he entitled to seek such allocation. 
All he asks for, and reasonably so, is a 
curtailment of the province of the State 
architectural service even if some accept- 
able supervisory and co-operative control 
is deemed necessary over the remainder. 
Those who are responsible for State archi- 
tectural service (I wish another word could 
be found for that objectionable term 
“ official architect”) probably view with 
equivalent dismay and _resentment the 
wholesale and ever-increasing field of 
State operations in this respect, knowing 
full well that the richness of any archi- 
tectural expression is dependent on a 
certain measure of free and unfettered 
contribution by the private exponent. 

However, any statement of case on the 
needs of the profession is best formulated 
in a considered statement issued by the 
R.1.B.A., or any other architectural body, 
and not by any individual. Seeing, 
however, that Mr. Swarbrick, presum- 
ably without any reference to the R.L.B.A. 
Council (of which he is a member), has 
elected to assume this responsibility, any 
rebuttal equally regrettable by myself or 
any other individual can be excused in 
the face of a manifest misinterpretation 
of the real objectives and desires of those 
who practise privately. 

NiEL MARTIN-KAYE, F.R.I.B.A. 
43, Doughty-street, W.C.1. 


Architectural Education. 
To THE Epiror oF The Builder. 


Sir,—I refer to the above leading 
article in your issue for October 29, and, 
although I agree with its general trend, I 
feel that one serious mis-statement should 
be corrected. I refer to your comment that 
“This would be likely to affect the ex- 
ternal examinees, rather than those pass- 
ing through the recognised schools, 
where the standard demanded is higher. 
It is likely that many who take the ex- 
ternal examination are capable of 
reaching a higher standard if given the 
opportunity.” 

As an official architect of many years’ 
experience (and duly qualified by ex- 
amination), I feel that the first portion 
quoted is completely erroneous and most 
certainly not borne out by my own ex- 
perience and observation. I have 
distinct recollection of what is now 
a “recognised ” school in the North of 
England, the students of which, during 
the early nineteen thirties, although 
obtaining the school diploma, con- 





sistently failed to qualify as Associates 
of the R.I.B.A. 


passes in recognised 
of architecture, published in the technical 
Press, varied from 70 per cent. to 90 
per cent. In the case of the R.1B.A. 
examination, however, it is well known 
that the percentage of passes is as low as 
23 per cent. to 30 per cent. 

—_ bn the matter from 
another angle, it is my own experience, 
together with that of many professional 
colleagues in both official and private 
practice, that the school-trained man, 
when afterwards entering an office, is for 
some years of little use; furthermore, he 
often has a much bigger idea of his worth 
than his actual ability and usefulness 
warrant. 

Having expressed the above very 
strongly held views, I should perhaps 
add that, in principle, I am in favour 
of school training, having regard to the 
facilities afforded students and basic 
grounding in good design. It seems 
abundantly clear, however, that either 
the examination standard demanded is 
lower than that of the R.I.B.A. or, 
alternatively, that the method of marking 
is easier. I hold this view after making 
due allowance for the fact that the 
* recognised ” school man, when sitting 
for his final examination, is “ playing on 
his home ground.” 

Plymouth. E. A, W. Ixer. 

«. The statement quoted in Mr: 
Ixer’s letter reflected the view generally 
expressed by Final Examiners ex- 
perienced in marking papers in both 
* recognised” schools and “ external” 
examinations, Our correspondent bases 
a generalisation on one example from the 
North, on which all the relevant facts 
are not available. When the schodl in 
question became “recognised, 
quality and size of staff may well have 
been raised, accounting for an immediate 
improvement in the standard of those 
passing out. ; 

It is not the first time the complaint 
has been levelled at the schools that, in 
giving to students basic architectural 
education to put them on the road to 
successful careers as architects, they are 
not trained to be assistants immediately 
useful in offices. The two are not 
always compatible but Mr. Ixer, in his 
last paragraph, seems to appreciate which 
is the more important of the two princi- 
ples involved.—Eprror. 


Holiday Scheme Management. 
To THE EDITOR oF The Builder. 

Sir,—It would appear from Mr. 
Kaufman's reply that he does not 
normally seek to obtain his livelihood in 
the building industry, judging by his 
15 weeks’ empioyment there in the 12 
months preceding his departure there- 
from. As every building trade worker 
knows, the Annual Holiday Card covers 
the period from the commencement of 
pdt gee the end of March in the follow- 
ing year and, in respect of payment for 
public holidays, the periods between 
Easter, Whitsun, August and Christmas. 
Payment made in respect of a Whitsun 
Card would be in respect of employment 
between and Whitsun. Prior to 
this period, Mr. Kaufman has certified 
to me that he was employed in the manu- 
facture of rubber. I trust he will now 
have a clearer vision of this aspect of 


his case. Zing 
I would inform him that a building 
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trade worker is entitled, during the 
holiday period April 1 to December 31, 
to obtain payment from his employer 
when he takes a holiday, but if for any 
reason he leaves the ustry he can 
Obtain paymeat direct from _ aeante 
ment Company between October an 
December 31. 
On the one hand he asks why no 
attempt is made to enlighten the reci- 
ients of returned cards, yet he states that 
e found the literature obscure and 
ambiguous. 

It is obvious from his letter that one 
cannot expect him to have read the in- 
structions on his card when he cannot 
gemember whether he had a Whitsun 
Card or not, or to have read the Opera- 
tives’ printed guide with 31 questions and 
answers therein, or even to have obtained 
guidance from his employer to whom is 
issued a similar guide of 50 questions 
and answers, besides numerous other 
printed letters of advice sent to applicants. 
Neither does he appear to be a member 
of a trade union in the industry from 
which he could get all the assistance and 
protection he needed. 

J. CHAPMAN, 
General Manager and Secretary, 
Building and Civil Engineering 
Holidays Scheme Management, Ltd. 
82, New Cavendish-street, 
London, W.1. 


Price Variation Clauses: Suggested 
Economy. 
To THe Eprtor oF The Builder. 

Sir,—Most present-day building con- 
tracts contain price variation clauses, the 
adjustment of which occupies a consider- 
able number of man-hours at a time 
when we are daily exhorted to increase 
our productive output. 

There scems to be a tendency to in- 
clude even minor items, such as nails, 
screws, etc., in basic lists, the adjustment 
of which involves much detailed work 
on the part of the contractor in prepara- 
tion and the quantity surveyor in check- 
ing, often resulting in a net adjustment 
of only a pound or two on quite large 
contracts. The writer suggests that the 
adoption of the following methods would 
save a lot of time without involving 
either building owner or contractor in 
much extra risk or cost: — 

(a) Limit the basic list of materials 
which are subject to adjustment to those 
materials estimated to cost, in toto, more 
than, say, 10 per cent. of the contract 


price; 

(b) Adjust only wage and price 
fluctuations which are greater than, say, 
10 per cent. of the basis price included in 


the contract. 
N. A. FRASER. 
21, East-street, Brighton. 





Builders’ Loyal Messages. 

The President of the National Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers has 
sent the following telegram to T.R.H. 
Princess Elizabeth and the Duke of 
Edinburgh: “On behalf of the builders 
of Great Britain may I present my 
humble duty and express to your Royal 
Highnesses their sincere congratulations 
on the birth of your son.” The London 
Master Builders’ Association, on behalf 
of the builders of London, has sent a 
message in similar terms. 


An Increase in Building Employment. 
1,386,000 people were employed in the 
building industry in September, an in- 
crease of 17,000 over the previous month. 
i number employed in mid-1939 was 
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Sir Malcolm Trustram Eve on Policy 


AN outline of the policy of the 
Central Land Board was given by 
SiR MALCOLM TRUSTRAM Eve, KC., 
Chairman of the Board, when he 
addressed a meeting arranged by the 
Town and Country Planning Association 
at the Central Hall, Westminster, on 
November 15. Sir Malcolm began 
with a warning to the public, and said 
that November 15 marked the first mile- 
stone in the work of the Central Land 
Board. On July 1 they began receiv- 
ing claims from those who, on that day, 
had lost the development value of their 
property. On March 31 next the door of 
the shop would be closed, except for ex- 
ceptional cases. Thus November 15 was 
the half-way date. There were four and 
a half months left, and after that it would 
be too late. There were £300 million to 
distribute, and they wanted it to go to the 
right people—to the people who had legi- 
timate claims and put them in. If one 
single person—and he shrewdly suspected 
there would be many hundreds—came 
along after next March, or certainly after 
next June, to put in-a claim, and was told, 
as they would have to tell him, that he 
was too late, they would be accused of 
failing to warn the public. Sir Malcolm 
said he was so convinced of this that he 
would answer the criticism in advance by 
pointing out that 90 per cent. of the 1,500 
morning, evening, Sunday and weekly 
newspapers had drawn attention to the 
£300 million fund and the final date for 
claiming it. In addition, there were some 
200 periodicals which had warned about 
claims. He was extremely grateful for 
that generous publicity. Without it the 
Board would have been embarrassed. He 
did not see how the Press could have been 
more helpful. 

After drawing attention to space adver- 
tising, broadcasting, pamphlets, posters 
and addresses to professional people 
carried out by the Board, Sir Malcolm 
asked: What more can we do? What 
exactly is the warning that we are trying 
to put across? I will repeat it in simple 
terms : — 

Under the Town and Country Planning 
Act the development value of land and 
buildings now belongs to the State. 
Owners of land have only the right to use 
it as it is now being used; that is, of 
course, an absolutely fundamental change 
in the state of things. 

If you want to build on your land, or 
enlarge your buildings by more than 10 
per cent., or materially alter their use to 
something more lucrative, you must 
obtain planning permission and also pay 
the Central Land Board the value of that 
permission. 

The Government recognised that there 
would be varying cases of hardship for 
these lost rights of free development. So 
they have set aside £300 million for dis- 
tribution. 

But no one can get anything unless he 
claims on form S.1 on the Central Land 
Board before March 31 next (a date which 
we can extend for three months). 

There are one or two other points 
worth noting about claims:— 

Ownership Qualification —Firstly, you 
cannot claim in respect of any property 
unless you owned it or had a leasehold 
interest in it on July 1 this year. That is 
elementary, but the further we get from 
July 1 the less people realise it. 

Preferred Creditors Must Claim.— 
Secondly, there are certain preferred 
creditors who have been promised full 





compensation for loss of their develop- 
ment rights—for example, builders with 
near-ripe land, and owners of single plots 
who bought before July 1 and start build- 
ing before January 7, 1952. I hope those 
people are not sitting back in comfort- 
able anticipation that they cannot have to 
pay development charges. It is true that 
they will not—if they claim before they 
develop, and in any case before March 3i. 
If they do not claim, they will have to 
pay like anyone else. What we have 
promised is that we shall set off the 
charge against their claim. But if they do 
not claim we have nothing to set off the 
charge against. 

Assignments.—Thirdly, the question of 
assigning claims. The Board are quite 
clear on their policy in this matter. There 
have been rumours, and J] have been mis- 
quoted, so I will tell you our policy. 
There is nothing illegal about assigning 
a claim on a particular piece of land (and 
this includes selling it). There will be 
cases where it is perfectly proper to 
assign; for example, within a family and 
in company reconstructions, and so on. 
But in our view it is generally unfair to 
purchasers, and therefore wrong, that 
claims should be hawked about as part 
of the selling price of land. We cannot 
stop people selling their land at a price 
inclusive of claim, but we do discourage 
it publicly and we do call it unfair, for 
three reasons: there is no sort of guaran- 
tee what payment will be made; there is 
a guarantee that some people will get 100 
per cent. and that some people will not; 
and it will be in any case related to the 
circumstances of the owner on July 1 this 
year, and not to those of the buyer. _ 

There was a class of person, you will 

‘be surprised to hear, who tried to sell at 
full development value and hang on to his 
claim as well. Unfortunately we cannot 
prosecute him, but he is dishonest and I 
take every opportunity of saying so. 
I hope and think this class is now extinct. 

One final point on assignments. I have 
told you our view, and I will explain one 
sanction we are able to impose in the 
case of the present preferred claims—the 
near ripe. ff these are assigned as part 
of the purchase price of the land, we take 
them out of the preferred class and they 
must join the queue with the others. In 
our view that is fair and we have given 
fair warning. * 

Small Claims.—A fourth point about 
claims is the important provision ruling 
out small claims. If a claim turns out to 
be one-tenth or weg of ~ nye ype value 
of a property, or less than per acre. 
no nh ews will be made. I have heard 
it said that anyone who owns a house 
to which a couple of rooms could possibly 
in the future be added, ought to claim. 
Let me discuss that, and suppose that the 
property (a house and garden) is worth 
£2,000. In the first place, a 10 per cent. 
addition or 1.750 cubic feet, whichever 
is the larger, is permissible, and will be 
assumed for the purposes of the bottom 
figure of the claim. If that sort of sized 
addition, therefore, is all that is probable, 
there is no claim. Secondly, possible ex- 
tensions must be sufficiently probable so 
that they would be reflected in the sale 
price of the house. It is not sufficient to 
produce a purely theoretical extension if 
no one would be likely to pay more for 
the property based on the probability of 
such an extension. : 

Lastly, if the property is worth £2,000 
as a house, a claim does not lie unless the 
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development value is proved to be £200 or 
more, i.e., one-tenth of £2,000. 

Also, unless your claim is established 
above the minimum, we cannot contribute 
towards the professional fees you incur, 
and we do not want people to be out of 
pocket in this way or to waste valuable 
professional time. 

Time Limit.—My fifth point is that 
many people—responsible professional 
people, including the President of 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
in a recent speech—have said the nine 
months is too short. I have sympathy 
with this view. But if the time for 
putting in claims were extended, the date 
of payment would have to be postponed 
also, and that cannot be done under the 
Act. We cannot do the job in five years 
if more than one year is allotted to claims. 

S.1 Forms.—My sixth and last point is 
this: please do not despise our S.1 claim 
form. I have heard it said that it is a 
long form to fill in, and that some of the 
questions are inquisitive. 1 can ogly 
assure you that it is as short and simple 
as we could make it—and we looked at 
it from the claimant’s point of view—and 
that it is in your interests to answer all 
the questions. When the Treasury 
Scheme is made we shall look at your 
answers, and if any of them are blank 
you may miss something. 


Statistics. 

That is all I am going to say about 
claims on the £300 million. 

It may interest you to hear some figures 
that we have not published before. For 
the whole of Great Britain we have so 
far received 12,004 claims. A month 
ago the figure was 6,547. 

I dare say some of you are thinking 
what is the good of knowing how many 
claims are in unless we know the amounts 
claimed? Iam afraid I cannot help. The 
“amount claimed” question is in any 
case an optional one and not always filled 
in, and even when it is it may be quite 
different from the figure finally agreed by 
the District Valuer. - 

I do not know on what various guesses 
that have been made are based, but I 
can assure you that neither I nor anyone 
else has any inside information which we 
are keeping from you. Your guess is as 
good as mine. All I can say is that there 
are only 12,000 in at half-time. 


Policy of the Board. 

Let me turn now to our work as a 
whole. Our general policy can be ex- 
plained in a very few words. It is—and I 
say this with the full authority of my 
colleagues on the Board—to make this 
Act work and to perform our functions 
with speed, sympathy and fairness. We 
want to let people know what we are 
doing and why we are doing it. We want 
to give advice to owners and buyers. We 
do not want to, and we must not, restrict 
or hold up approved development. 

I have read that I am expected to ex- 
plain in simple language to-day the 
powers and intentions of the Act—and by 
that I gather must be meant the Board's 
powers and intentions. Quite frankly, a 
lot of nonsense has been talked about the 
intricacies of this Act. 

I am getting a little tired of reading 
about the difficulties. True, it is a new 
law, and to some it is an unwelcome law, 
but I refuse to believe that it is a difficult 
law for anyone but the professional 
people who are advising on it and for us 
who are administering it. 

Surely by now it has reached the eyes 
and ears of the average individual, that 
if he changes the use. of his property. or 
develops it, he may be liable to a charge. 
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Surely by now he knows that if his 
property has a development value, he 
ps to claim because he has lost it. 
There is nothing difficult about that. 

Yet that is all that this Act boils down 
to for the ordinary man in the street. 
The difficulties, surely, are not for the 
ordinary man. 

So long as the owner or leaseholder of 
property grasps the basic principle—that 
if he develops he will usually be liable for 
a charge, and if he has some sizeable 
development value he probably has a 
claim—he can then leave the rest to his 
advisers and to us. 

I know many of the things that are 
puzzling professional people. I am 
always glad to answer questions to the 
best of my ability, and I admit there are 
difficulties of interpretation and prac- 
tice for the minority of cases. But I do 
say that the great majority in number of 


‘claims and charges are easy to assess. 


For example, I have never yet been asked 
how to assess either in the case of virgin 
building land. 

But I do not admit that it is difficult 
for the layman to know whether he may 
be liable for a charge, or whether he may 
have a claim. And the answer is always 
the same. Come to us and give us the 
facts. 


Development Charges. 

Since July 1, 30,700 applications have 
been received for the Board to determine 
development charges. (Compare these 
with the 12,000 claims so far received!) 
Of this figure, practically two-thirds (or 
about 20,000) relate to dwelling-houses, 
and of the 20,000 three-fifths are for new 
houses and two-fifths for extensions to 
existing houses. Eight per cent. of the 
total relate to factories. Of the 30,700, 
7,861, or 26 per cent., have been found 
to be exempt. That is a remarkable 
figure, and I want to say at once that I 
do not complain about it. It shows that 
people want to be on the safe side, and 
it also shows that the Act and Regula- 
tions are satisfactorily exempting the 
small ordinary developments. We have 
published in our D.1.A. pamphlet a 
fairly comprehensive summary of com- 
mon cases where no charge is payable, 
and the main object of this was to save 
people unnecessary trouble. I do sug- 
gest that people would do well to look 
at this guide. Another figure, which you 
may find encouraging, is that in 1,871 
cases out of the total of applications we 
have been able to assess the charge as 
nil. The development contemplated was 
not exempt, but no increase of value was 
due to the particular planning permis- 
sion. 


Premature Applications. 

A great many people—the figure is 
something like 5,000—have sent in D.1.s 
too early. Here again I do not complain 
but perhaps a word of advice might save 
unnecessary trouble in the future. We 
cannot assess a charge until a reasonable 
time before development is going to take 
place, and it would obviously be wrong 
to do it years before. We cannot do it, 
for example, until we know broadly what 
planning permission the applicant is 
going to get, because all we are doing is 
to assess the value of that permission. I 
do not want to fix an actual date when- 
agg should come to us, but they must 

able to say, “I am going to get per- 
mission from the planning authority and 
I am going to start building (or changing 
the use of my building) quite soon.” 

It is possible—but this is only a guess 
—that people are wanting us to say what 
the development value of their property 
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holding up their claims for this reason. 
Reasonable as this optimistic approach 
may be, we cannot oblige except where 
development is imminent. 

Turning to the money side, the total 
amount we have collected in de 
ment char is £132,932 from 1,453 

ple. is is for the whole of Great 

ritain and you will see that the ave- 
rage amount is £91. In Scotland we have 
collected £9,358 from 212 people, an 
average of £44. Please don’t draw statis- 
tical or political deductions from the 
different averages! I am glad to say that 
the vast majority prefer to pay us the 
money in a single lump and be rid of us. 
The figure for Greater London is again 
quite small (£7,727). 


Amounts Paid Back. 

Curiously enough, me we have 
only been going four and a half months, 
we have already paid back £5,123. This 
was to owners of: single plots where 
neither we nor they were aware of the 
logging-up arrangements and were 
assessed for charge before they put in a 
claim. When they claimed, we found 
their charge could be logged-up against 
the promise of full payment on their 
claim, and their money was returned. 
This is an illustration of the advantage 
of putting in a claim early. 

I come now to what is perhaps the 
most burning question of the moment in 
connection with our work—the question 
of sales of land at existing use value. 
The term “existing use value” does not 
occur anywhere in the Act, but there are 
two definitions which are relevant. One 
is the restricted value of land calculated 
on the assumption that no planning per- 
mission will be granted except for - de- 
velopment within the Third Schedule 
(which is the Schedule of Exemptions 
including the 10 per cent. tolerance). 
The second definition (for development 
charge) is ‘the value of land without the 
benefit of planning permission. The 
policy of the Act is that land should 
change hands at existing use value, or its 
value to use as it is actually being used, 
in view of the fact that when develop- 
ment takes place, we have to collect the 
development value. 

In the case of bare land for building— 
and this is causing more .concern than 
anything else—what has been happening? 
Owners are in some cases unwilling to 
sell their land at existing use value, and 
what is being said is that although they 
have a claim on the £300 million, they 
do not know how much they will get, 
and, in any case, they will have to wait 
until 1953 for it. “Hardship” is being 
mentioned, although I find it difficult to 
understand how a man suffers Jess hard- 
ship by hanging on to his land, now 
that this Act is law, than by selling it at 
its existing use value. I cannot refrain 
from saying that in my opinion there is 
considerable hardship on the individual 
who, armed with a building licence, tries 
to buy some land at a reasonable exist- 
ing use value because he will be liable 
for development charge, and cannot do 


so. 

The result of all this is that intend- 
ing purchasers are being asked to pay 
too much, and if they say they won't pay, 
owners are telling them “ All right, you 
can’t have the land.” In some cases, 
am afraid, purchasers are paying high 
prices in ignorance. Then, of course, 
they are angry when we assess their de- 
velopment charge. It doesn’t occur to 
= to blame whoever sold them their 
and. 
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So far we have done two things. First, 
we. have announced our ‘intention of 
exercising Our powers of compulsory pur- 

in proper cases, and this has 
brought us a large number of letters 
from would-be purchasers—many of 
them telling weet stories of having at 
last got a licence and no iand being 
available except at pre-Act prices. Up 
to the present, we have not exercised our 
powers, but this certainly does not mean 
we are not going to. 


R.LB.A. 
FINAL AND SPECIAL FINAL 
EXAMINATIONS 


THe R.1.B.A. Final and Special Final 
Examinations were held in Southern 
Rhodesia, New Zealand, Kenya, Malaya 
and Canada in July, 1948. The success- 
ul candidates are as follows:—Final 

mination: Mr. G. F. Fox (Auckland). 
Special Final Examination: Mr. R. 
Brown (Salisbury), Mr. R. Marlow (Fiji), 
Mr. H. D. Quelch (Salisbury). 


Overseas Members 


On November 9, the following Over- 
seas Members were elected:— 

As Fellows: J. D. M. Moore (Vaucluse, 
New South Wales); and E. L. Thompson, 
B.Arch. (Sydney) (Pymble, New South 
Wales). As Associates: A. W. Cozens 
(Sydney, New South Wales); G. G. G. 
Neave (Sydney, New South Wales); 
F. J. N. Turner, B.Arch. (Sydney). 


OBITUARY 
Herbert Edmund Knight, L.R.LB.A. 


WE regret to record the. death at 2, 
Sandbanks Court, Sandbanks, Dorset, of 
Mr. Herbert Edmund Knight, L.R.I.B.A., 
M.S.A. He became L.R.I.B.A. in 1946. 


A. D. S. Rice, J.P. 


We regret to record the death last 
week of Major A. D. S. Rice, C.C., J.P., 
D.Sc. (Hon.), at the Royal Masonic 
Hospital, Ravenscourt Park. He was 
chairman and governing director of Rice 
and Son, Ltd. In 1933 he was president 
of the L.M.B.A.. He was deputy in the 
Lord Mayor’s Ward of Lime-street in 
1946, and had been on the Court of Com- 
mon Council since 1943. He was a mem- 
ber of the council of the London Chamber 
of Commerce, and at one time chairman 
of the Land, Planning and Building Acts 
advisory committee. He was a Past 
Master of the Worshipful Company of 

aviours, a member of the Livery of the 
Worshipful Company of Innholders, a 
life member of the Guild of Freemen, 
and a member of the City Livery Club. 

At the funeral service on Saturday at 
Putney Vale Cemetery the L.M.B.A. was 
represented by the President, Mr. D. C. 
Burgess, Major Leslie Shingleton, and the 


Director, Mr. G. H. A. Hughes. 


M.O.H. Loans. 


Loans sanctioned by the Minister of 
Health to local authorities in England 
and Wales during the quarter ended Sep- 
tember 30 were as follows: Housing, 
£43,851,286; Health (personal), £61,377; 
(services provided under the National 
Health Service Act, 1946), £280,789; 
(environmental), £5,047,986; Poor Law, 
£58,710; National Assistance, £147,056; 
Children Act, 1948, £77,972: Miscel- 
laneous: town halls, municipal offices, 
etc., £116,793, civic restaurants £54,675; 
other £804,964; Education, £7,716,747: 
Gas, £1,274,457; Highways and Private 
int heey wets Police, £209,761; 

own and Country Planning, £1,169,604. 
Total, £61,369,787. 
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Copper Pipe. 
By ** CAIN” (V. C. ABELL). 


THE Standard Method of Measurement, 

1948 (Plumber, page 63), lays down: 
15 “*(a) The gauge of the metal according 
to the standard wire gauge (s.w.g.) shall be 
stated. 

“(b) Pipes shall be classified according 
to their size, given in feet run and described 
as including all short running lengths. The 
description shall state the method of joint- 
ing and fixing. 

“*(c) Bends to pipes exceeding 3 in. dia., 
made in the length of the pipe, shall be 
enumerated. 


“*(d) Connections to fittings, elbows, 


C. bends, tees, connectors, unions, diminish- 


ing sockets and the like shall be enumerated. 


**(e) Lengths of pipe not exceeding 4 ft., 
other than running lengths, shall be given 
separately in feet run and described as in 
short lengths.” 

Copper pipes for laying underground 
are obtainable in coils of 30, 45 and 60 ft. 
in length. Copper pipes for work above 
ground are obtainable in lengths of 15 to 
20 ft. The cost of all diameters of pipe 
varies with the quantity ordered; for 
instance, 4in. copper pipe of 17 s.w.g. 
in lots up to 28 Ib. costs Is. 5d. per ft. run, 
and in lots from 56 lb. up to 1 cwt., costs 
ls. O4d. per ft. run. Actually the National 
Price List for October, 1948, defines three 
S.w.gs, viz., 17, 18 and 19, with five 
different prices for each gauge, which, to 
put it mildly, is very disturbing to the 
unfortunate estimator. 

The writer, for purposes of keeping 
these analyses up to date, recently obtained 
quotations for copper pipe and fittings 
from a firm of suppliers. In the quotation 
for pipes, the diameter, gauge and cost 
per lb. were clearly shown, but the desired 
answer, the cost per foot run, had not been 
worked out. To determine the latter, 


the price per Ib. (a price which occasionally 
fluctuates), the Copper Development Asso- 
ciation, or one of the pipe manufacturers, 
would be doing the building trade a service 
by publishing a ready reckoner or set of 
conversion tables, giving the diameter, 
gauge, a range of prices per Ib. and finally 
the cost per foot run of pipe. 

The cost of pipe per foot run shown in 
the analysis is based on the ruling prices 
for 1-cwt. lots. The labour constants 
used are extracted from Table “C” 
(this page). The labour to couplings 
includes preparing the ends of the pipe, 
and the labour to tees includes cutting at 
least one end of a length of pipe and 
preparing three ends. For pipe described 
as “in short lengths,” the labour to pipe 
only should be increased by 100 per cent. 
It is assumed that all labours to pipe are 
carried out on site and that saddle bands 
and screw-on pipe brackets are placed not 
more than 6 ft. apart. 

es he rates given are the net cost on 
site, exclusive of site supervision, establish- 
ment charges and profit. 

Grade “A.1” wage rates are taken. 
For the method employed in arriving at 
the cost to the employer of employing 
labour, see The Builder, November 28, 
1947, or “ Price Build-Up To day ” (The 
Publisher, 4, Catherine-st., Aldwych,W.C.2. 
Price 5s. 3d., post free). ' 


TABLE B.—COST OF COPPER PIPES 
PER FT. RUN IN QUANTITIES OF 
NOT LESS THAN 1 CWT. 


For Use Underground. 





Price Cost per 
Internal ; S.W.G. per Ib. Lb. per | ft. run 
Diameter } ae * ft. run. Pence. 





3 in. 18 210 | 0.319 } 10.85 
? in. 17 2 7 | 0.536 | .16.61 
1 in. 16 2 44 | 0.812 | 23.14 





For Use Above Ground. 

















recourse had to be made to technical data jin. |, 19 2 8 0.27 8.64 
to find the weight per foot run of pipe, in. 19 2 54) 0.39 11.50 
followed by some laborious arithmetic and 1 in. 18 2 34) 0.62 17.05 
ultimately the laying down of a table“ B” 1} in. 18 , a 0.76 20.52 
(given on this page). 1} in. 18 0.91 call 
As the cost per foot run is governed by 2 in. 17 12 341 1.40 38. 
TABLE C.—LABOUR CONSTANTS FOR PLUMBER AND MATE 
Copper Pipe (above ground) with Capillary Type Fittings 
Copper pipe per ft. run Each Each Each 
interes! , Fined to veicienate she Bends Fixing Fixing 
Of S.W.G. SS — i pipe in pipe couplings tees 
pipe |Plumber} Mate |Plumber! Mate 


Hours | Hours | Hours | Hours 


Plumber] Mate eae | Mate |Plumber| Mate 


Hours | Hours | Hours | Hours | Hours | Hours 





gin.| 19 04 .04 .07 07 
Zin.| 19 OS OS .08 .08 
1 in. 18 06 .06 09 09 
ldin.| 18 07 .07 .10 10 
Idin.| 18 08 08 12 12 
2 in. 17 10 10 14 14 











Laying in 
trench 
din.| 18 SAF): DT oe 
Zin.| 17 .02 .02 — — 


1 in. 16 023} .023|; — _ 





.10 10 09 09 20 | .20 
14 14 09 .09 .23 23 
19 19 12 12 .28 .28 
.25 .25 15 1S 32 4.32 
.30 .30 17 17 36 | .36 
40 | 40 20 20 | 40 | 40 




















Cope Pipe (usitaigrind with Compression Type Fittings 


07 | 07 | .20 | .20 —i— 
09 | 09 | 25 | .2 — |- 
12 12 | 30 30 


























tts tS Ae As a a Be? 
. sat i aati a i, . 





ee (op) ‘op (3g) ‘op “ut 
*(Ajoyeredas 

Ppoinsvour spusq ‘uaye, odid 

ais vie : Jo UNI "yy 81) ‘Op (3 g1) ‘Op “ur | 


LUZIZ ; (Cop) ‘op (861) ‘op ‘ut 
‘pos'11 38 


‘(Spusq OM} 0} INOQGe] pue 
uaye} adid jo uns “yj g]) pequos 
-op se sovds joo! ul Surxy pur 
79791 . . Or'6SI , adid MOYIOAO ("8 61) Joddoo “ur § 

ope pyo'g 18 
ILL9 1L°L9 
"PTS OT 1® 





Cop) ‘op (381) ‘op ‘uf 


*(Ajayeredas 
poinsvow pusg ‘uaye} sdid jo uns 
97'9¢ ‘ye Op (3 BI) ‘Op “uy 
"PSO'LI 18 
S6LE P (op) ‘op (361) ‘op ‘wet 
‘Pos'11 3 *( uo 
0} INoge] pue usyeR} odid jo uns 
‘WY €) Peqhuiosep se YOMAIG 
0} Burxy pue syjyZusy woys ur 
uni yysod fg I £0'79 $s'8I é :  Is8t adid MOysoA0 ("8 61) Joddoo ‘ur t 





























wy) .. 5 a0u2ag 20U9d a0u9ag 
“P89'Se 
Inogry snoy 
Jo 1809 iad 18 
UONIIIOD [eIoy | aequinig 


0ueg 


THE BUILDER 


s[euseur | 
jo 4809 ‘sysBus] JoyIO UO *yUa0 Jad Fz ‘s~Bugy 
sJoquinig jeioy, | 12OYS UO "JUSS Jad OQ] = SoURMOTTE sISe Ay 





























| 
} 
| 
| 
| 





1809 [BIOL inoqge’] s]euseyy wait jo uoNdudseq 





SddIid MOTAWAAO WAddOO 





LL v9 | 99°L7E ZO'LS ¢90L IVLIs‘'t 0'r6 IV€zp't yousy) ur Burkey puv o8ne8-g] ‘odid ‘ur | 
“PO Le 1” “Prrez ve 
ZL OTT | ITE Pl'ps LO°L9 1S°€80'T 079 IS" 1Z0'} Zz youen ul Surkey pue s8ne3-, 1 ‘odid ‘ur F 
“PO'TE 3 ‘PIDOL 3 


$8°L08 8S°001 76'bP 99°S¢ LT'LOL 00 L7L99 z yousd) Ut SulXey pue odnes-gy ‘adid “ur F 
*PO'Oz 38 ‘PSs Or 38 











20U9g 209d 20udq 20ueq 20usad aoueg Q0ueq soquinny 
“POR '8Z “Pso'se . ‘uns 
Inoqgrt Inoy anoy yous iv ‘yy dod seddos 
jo yoo Jad 3 Jad 138 sSuydnoa |, ie odid 0} Jaddoo 
uondsajoD jRIOL MEP sJoquinid syoquinid soddoy “sBur . 
3805 1805 uorssaidwos 


3809 [BO] snoqr’] 








*yuso sod §7 = odid uo souRMOTTE ase AQ 
‘odid ‘ur — pue “ur § 10J pepnjoul spusg Om} 0} 
INOGF] FY, *8S"S YORE ul USHe} odid jo uns "yy 09 






































sjeuaeyy 





Wid} JO UONdSSeq 





November 19 1948 


HONAYML NI DNIAVI GNV dadid WaiddOOD 











November 19 1948 


THE BUILDER 











mi-yied — Z 


ZE°878 
Is 189 


L6SLS 
£6 9bb 





ws El | TILT 











Ls°€L9 


| SS°7SS 


16°6SP 
TL’S7E 





IVLSZ| 0S°Z 
| 89°6L | SB" 


| €€°6S | Ss 





sb | «O0'6T 





wun, P 





“P0887 





Q0u9g 20u9g 
“P89'st 
snoy snoy 
sod 38 sod 7 
Hew | Joquinid 





wo 








sinoH 22u9g 
“Poo's 
uszop 
Jod ie 
SMIIOG 


soquinid |s[euaieus 
jo 3809 
THIOL 








20uaqg 





81°96 
PIT TE 3 

I7SL 
‘PLO'SZ "| 


} 


cS'$9 
‘PHS IZ 

OP'6S 
‘POS"61 3” 


19°9S 
‘PLB'SI 38 
¥8°1T 


08°61 





j 
| 
} 
| 


‘20U%q =| 80ueg 
yore 18 

syoyovig | Yyoee ie 
edid uo sdul] 
M9I9§ -dnoy 


| 

L6'SIS | 
‘PLS 1) 
t6'OEP 
PzS'OT Ie 


} 


SO'8Se 
‘PSO Lie 


OS" 1¥7 
‘POS TL 


pr isi 
‘Prog ie 
97°95 | 
“PSO'LI 38! 
SOLE | 
POSE 138) 





1°87 
‘Pro's 3 








| ISLE 
| PsoOLiie 
| O€°Sz 
‘pos’ 1438 


| 00°61 





| Ppo'g 38 











20ued 


uns 
“yy sod 
ye odid 
| s9ddo> 





u9z0q 


SMIIOS 
soddos 
410 
ssvig 


} 





| 


¢ 


cop) pue ‘op (381) ‘op 


| “Ur FT 
(op) pue ‘op (3 g]) ‘op 


‘ul FI 


(Ajyeiedas pornseow 
spusq ‘uoye} odid jo uns 
"¥y OZ) SnotAaid se Surxy pue odid 
Sunngiuysip (‘3 gy) seddoo ‘ur | 


‘op (361) ‘op ‘wt 


(spusg om} 
0} INOgR] puv Udsy¥e} Odid Jo unI 
"lJ OZ) Snoracid se Sulxy pue odid 
Bunnqiuysip (3 61) Jeddoo ‘ur § 


‘op (8gI) “op 
‘op (361) ‘op 

(udyr} odid jo uni 
‘NE) POQlOsaP SB YIOMYIIG OF 


SuIxy pure ‘syyZus] yoys ut odid 
Sunngiuysip (3 6]) Joddoo ‘ur F 


Cop) pue 


(op) pue 
Cop) pue 


uty 


‘Ure 


(Ajayesedes poinsvoul 
spusq ‘uoye, odid jo uni 
‘Y.7) “Op (3B gi) ‘op “wf 


Cop)pue ‘op (361) ‘op ‘we 
(spudg OM} 0} INOGE] puke Udxe} 


adid jo uni ‘yj Z) SYJSUS] JOYS UI 
odid Sunnqiysip (3 61) 49ddoo "ul F 





uazog, | JOQUDN | 1aquUnN 


} 

| 830 4oeIQ 

| edid uo s3ur 
MII9g -|dnog 


s8njid 
“eed 


uns “4 


odid 
sJaddoy 


*sy13ud] Jayio uo %¢ 
"syidus] oys uo %O1 
—! SQOUBMO][E BIS AA 





3809 [B30] 





Inoge’] 


sjeuaeyy 








“Wan jo uondioseg 





WYOMMOING OL ONIXIA GNV SONLLLIA AdAL AUVTUdVD HLIM Adid DNILAGRLSIG WddOd 


some tr nteagpeeemeste at ee Sa me 


b. 

















Nowember 19 1948 


M.O.W. TRAVELLING 


EXHIBITION 


FIVE INTERESTING DISPLAYS 


A TRAVELLING exhibition, in five separ- 
ate units, produced by the Ministry of 
Works for display to building schools, 
jocal authorities, builders and the public, 
is now on view at Lambeth Bridge House, 
London, S.E.1. The subjects It with 
are:—({1) Codes of Practice; (2) Site Cost- 
ing; (3) Building Apprenticeship and 
Training Council; (4) Thermal Insulation 
for Houses; (5) Temporary Houses. 

The Codes of Practice display is in- 
tended to remind both builders and pub- 
lic of the work of the codes and gives 
an illustrated survey of the trades already 
dealt with, and shows how the object 
of the Codes is the eventual compilation 
of an agreed and accepted method of 
carrying out every building operation. 
from foundations to the roofing, from 
plumbing to painting, for every kind of 
structure from the cottage to the cinema. 

The merits of site costing in showing 
what the job is actually costing, and 
whether labour and plant are being kept 
fully employed, are emphasised by a 
series of display panels which help the 
builder to appreciate the advantages 
of knowing whether the job is keeping 
up with the schedule and how esti- 
mated cost compares with actual cost. 
This exhibit takes its examples from the 
system, which any builder can try out, 
developed by the Ministry of Works 
with the help of its advisory service. 

The vital problem of the building in- 
dustry—the recruitment and training of 
skilled craftsmen—is focused by a sec- 
tion illustrating the work of the Building 
Apprenticeship and Training Council. 
showing how it co-operates with Local 
Apprenticeship Committees in selecting 
suitable boys and supervising their ap- 
prenticeship and technical education, and 
how it offers the chance of higher educa- 
tion for those apprentices who show they 

can profit by it. 

The section dealing with thermal insu- 
lation shows how traditional methods of 
house construction can be modified to 
reduce heat leakage and so give higher 
standards of heat comfort, while the last 
section gives a pictorial presentation of 
the temporary housing campaign, record- 
ing the circumstances which led to its 
inception and the technical innovations 
which had to be employed. _ 

The exhibition, which gives an ad- 
mirable impression of the work the 
Ministry is doing to help the industry 
solve its major problems, has been de- 
signed by Ronald Avery, M.S.1.A., each 
of the five sections being a separate 
travelling unit with its own self-contained 
lighting. It will remain on view at 
Lambeth Bridge House from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m., until November 26, when it will 
be shown in various parts of the country. 
either complete or in part, according to 
request. 





A Review of Housing Lists. 

In order to find out the “live” de- 
mand for houses required by families 
who are not satisfactorily housed, and 
to make sure that waiting lists do not 
contain names of people who no longer 
equire accommodation, the rgre of 
Health has issued a circular to local 
:uthorities asking them to submit inquiry 
forms to those on waiting lists. For the 
ake of uniformity a standard inquiry 
‘orm has been prepared by the Ministry, 
from whom local authorities may obtain 
copies on stating the number required. 
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A general view of the Ministry of Works’ Travélling Exhibition. 


NEW DOMESTIC FUEL 
POLICY 


In all housing schemes in future local 
authorities should specify only the types 
of solid fuel heater contained in the 
Ministry of Health’s lists of improved 
appliances. This is announced in a circu- 
lar issued to housing authorities by the 
Ministry of Health which points out that 
the production of these appliances, which 
have been tested and approved by the 
Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research and the Ministry of Fuel and 
Power, has greatly increased. It will, 
however, still be advisable to guard 
against temporary difficulties in ebtaining 
individual makes by obtaining definite 
assurances about delivery. 

In submitting housing proposals after 
the receipt of this circular authorities 
should confirm that they are specifying 
these types of appliances. Local authori- 
ties who find difficulty in confining the 
choice of solid fuel heaters to the ap- 
proved appliances should inform the 
principal housing officer. 

The Minister hopes that where it be- 
comes necessary to replace inefficient or 
worn-out appliances in existing houses 
the council will select appliances from 
the recommended list. 

The circular states that the effect of 
this policy should be reflected in the 
housing progress reports (form P.2) made 
to the Minister each month. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Housing Exchange. 

Mr, J. E. Haire asked the Minister of 
Health if he would consider setting up a 
Housing Exchange so that persons moving 
from one area to another would be 
assisted in their search for suitable 
housing. . 

Mr. BEVAN said that the establishment 
and effective maintenance of such an 
exchange would be a task of great com- 
plexity, and he regretted that he could 
not entertain the suggestion. 


Shelters to Remain. 

Mr. KEewinG asked the Home Secre- 
tary to what extent he had stopped the 
demolition of shelters from air attack. 

Mr. Epe said that local authorities 
had been instructed to suspend all shelter 
demolition for the time being, though 
certain exceptions were being allowed, 
where necessary, in the public interest. 
The Gordon Statue. 

Mr. Witson' Harris asked the 
Minister of Works whether he had yet 
reached a decision as to the future of 
the statue of General Gordon. 

Mr. Key said he proposed to put this 
statue in a public garden which would 
be laid out between the new Government 
Offices now being built in Whitehall and 
the Embankment. This site had been 
approved in principle by the Royal Fine 
Art Commission. 

Private Enterprise Building. 

Mr. Hurp asked the Minister of 
Health if, in order to make the fullest use 
of manpower in the building trades, he 
would allow local authorities freedom 
to grant private enterprise building 
licences in cases where the work would 
be done by the prospective house-owner 
and his friends. ae 

Mr. BEVAN said that local authorities 
might use one-fifth of their share of the 
national housing programme for licences 
for private persons. 3 

Mr. Hurp further asked the Minister 
if he would amend Circular 108/48, giv- 
ing local authorities instructions for the 
issue of private enterprise building 
licences, so that the one-in-five ratio might 
be observed for the general public, irre- 
spective of the priority licences for agri- 
cultural workers. 

Mr. BevaN said he would not. The 
allocation made to a local authority, 
which comprised all the houses to be 
built by them or with their approval, 
was the maximum number of houses 
which it was estimated could be built 
with the resources available. 

Small Dwellings Acquisition. 

Mr. DuMPLETON asked the Minister of 
Health if, in view of the present cost of 
building, it was intended to amend the 
Small Dwellings Acquisition Act so as 
to raise the limit of price of houses on 
which borrowers might obtain loans 
under the Act. 

Mr. BEVAN said that the matter was 
under consideration in connection with 
the Housing Bill to be introduced during 
this session. : 

Mr. WapswortuH asked the Minister 
of Health if he would now consider the 
position of property owners who were 
unable to maintain a _ reasonable 
standard of repair to, their property, due 
to the effect of the Rent Restrictions 
Act; and whether he would consider 
modifying this Act to enable property 
owners to increase rents sufficiently ade- 
quately to maintain their property in a 
good state of repair. 

Mr. Bevan said that that was an aspect 
of rent control which would be con- 
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TOWN AND COUNTRY 
PLANNING ACT, 1947 


Reprint of Mr. Norman 
P. Greig’s Articles 


IN response to many requests, the 
series of articles which have recently 
appeared in The Builder on “The 
Town and Country Planning Act, 
1947: The Principal Provisions Ex- 
plained ”’ have now been brought to- 
gether in a 32-page booklet. The 
author, Mr. Norman P. Greig, B.A., 
barrister-at-law, has revised and added’ 
to the text, and has provided an in- 
dex. The articles will be found use- 
ful both by the planning and survey- 
ing professions and by students. The 
booklet is priced at 3s. 6d. (3s. 9d. 
post free) and orders, with cash, 
should now be placed with the Pub- 
lisher, The Builder, 4, Catherine-street, 
Aldwych, London, W.C.2. 











sidered when comprehensive legislation 
on the subject was possible. 


Survival of Villages. 


Sir RaLtpu GLyn asked the Minister of 
Town and Country Planning what action 
his regulations prescribed for a village 
community wishing to present the case 
for the survival of their village against 
the decision of regional planning authori- 
ties to eliminate their homes and ameni- 
ties by refusing to sanction plans for 
modern water and drainage schemes. 

Mr. SILKIN said that Section 10(1) of 
the Town and Country Planning Act, 
1947, required the Local Planning 
Authority, before preparing a develop- 
ment plan affecting the land in a County 
District, to consult with the Council of 
the District in question, and before sub- 
mitting the plan to the Minister to give 
to that Council an opportunity to make 
representations. It was to be expected 
that in this way full account would be 
taken of the views of villages affected by 








A Specialised Service and System 
of Construction for Architects 

As specialists, HELICON design, 
design and construct, or construct only, 
according to the needs of the client. 


Ferro-Concrete Design and 

Construction Many of the finest 
buildings in the country today are 
constructed of Helicon. Architects and 


4 PP its fitness for 
purpose — they appreciate, too, the 
specialised advice which is so necessary 
in this form of construction. 


Pre-Cast and “In Situ’ Floors 


Helicon Floors are light, rigid, fire- 
proof, sound-resisting and hygienic, and 
are readily adapted to meet ail require- 
ments. Speedy erection makes them 
economical. 


Pre-Cast Concrete and Cast Stone 


For free advice on this or on any type 
of ferro-concrete construction, call, 
write, or ’phone for a technical repre- 
sentative to call. 


THE HELICAL BAR & 
ENGINEERING Co. Ltd., 


82 VICTORIA ST.. WESTMINSTER, LONDON. 

S.W. 1. “PHONE: VICTORIA 6838. RESIDENT 

AGE Si BIRMINGHAM * MIDDLESBROUGH 
NEwcastie 
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the plan of whose attitude the County 
District would be aware. If a develop. 
ment plan, when submitted, provided 
none the less that there should be no fyr. 
ther development in a particular Village 
it would be open to the village to present 
their case at the public inquiry or hear. 
ing which would be held to consider ob. 
jections to the plan in accordance with 
the Town and Country Planning (De- 
velopment Plans) Regulations, 1948. He 
assumed that the hon. member had par- 
ticularly in mind the village of Letcombe 
Bassett. He understood that the Rural 
District Council had already decided to 
consider further the provision of main 
drainage and houses in that village and 
the question of presenting the case for 
the provsion of such facilities did not 
therefore now arise. 


THE IRON AND STEEL 


BILL 


F.B.I. STATEMENT 


THE following statement on the Iron 
and Steel Bill.is issued by the Federation 
of British Industries:— 

The outstanding impression left by this 
Bill is that it provides no practical plan 
or programme of action. The scheme to 
take over the share capital of the 107 
major steel producing companies, while 
in theory preserving the present manage- 
ment structure of the industry, has every 
appearance of a facade to conceal the 
absence of constructive thought. The 
Bill can do nothing to assist the economic 
recovery of this country and is likely 
gravely to impede it by creating doubt 
and dislocation. The steel industry is 
showing outstanding achievement and effi- 
ciency accompanied by sound labour re- 
lations. Its products are competing suc- 
cessfully and substantially in the export 
markets of the world. It has volun- 
tarily co-operated in a scheme of public 
control exercised through the Iron and 
Steel Board. There is no evidence that 
the drastic changes of ownership pro- 
posed under this measure would benefit 
producers, consumers, workers or the 
nation. 

The terms for the acquisition of the 
securities of the companies are based on 
Stock Exchange prices. These have been 
depressed by the voluntary limitation of 
dividends, willingly accepted by the in- 
dustry in the public interest, at the re- 
quest of the F.B.I., and unfair advantage 
is being taken of this. In addition, share 
values have been further affected by the 
fear of impending nationalisation. 

The Government seeks in this Bill 
powers far in excess of those obtained 
in any previous nationalisation measure, 
yet the intentions are less precisely de- 
fined. By the acquisition of the major 
iron and steel companies and their sub- 
sidiaries, nationalisation would for the 
first time enter the field of competitive 
manufacturing industry on a wide scale. 
No duty is placed upon the projected 
Iron and Steel Corporation to produce 
efficiently at the lowest cost, and indeed 
the interpretation of its obligations 11 
the public interest is left to the Corpora- 
tion itself. No direction is given to te 
Corporation to be impartial in the distri 
bution of its products or to avoid prefer- 
ence in its price schedules. The provi 
sions for safeguarding the interests ©! 
the consumer are more vaguely worded 
than in any previous nationalisation Act, 
and the whole of this important matter !s 
left to be settled by the Minister through 
the making of regulations. "| 

For these reasons the Grand Councl, 
of the Federation is completely oppos¢ 
to the Bill. . 
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BUILDING INDUSTRY 
INCENTIVES 


NATIONAL FEDERATION TO ISSUE 
MODEL SCHEMES 


INCENTIVE schemes, which were author- 
ised a year ago in the building industry 
by a wage agreement between employ- 
ers and operatives are being applied to a 
steadily increasing number of jobs, and 
particularly to the building of new 
houses. This was announced on Monday 
night by the President of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Em- 
ployers, Mr. F. M. Sleeman, of Exeter, 
when he spoke at the annual dinner of 
the Birmingham Association of Building 
Trades Employers. 

“Last summer,” said MR. SLEEMAN, 
“we made a cross-section inquiry into 
the extent to which incentives were being 
used. To-day, all the indications are 
that the use of incentives is steadily 
growing. We want to see it grow more 
quickly, and to help the many medium 
and smaller builders who are finding it 
difficult to draw up bonus schemes of 
their own, we hope very shortly to be 
able to issue for their guidance model 
schemes for various types and sizes of 
jobs based on the experience of those 
who have adopted schemes which are 
working satisfactorily. The task of pre- 
paring these schemes is now being 
tackled urgently by a strong committee 
of the Federation which is reviewing the 
many schemes of which details have been 
supplied.” 

The President added that the recent 
decisions by the Minister of Works to 
raise the licensing limit from £100 to 
£1,000 for buildings such as factories, 
schools and large blocks of offices, and 
to abolish the materials priority scheme, 
would enable the unproductive labour 
hitherto employed by the Government, 
local authorities, building owners, 
builders’ merchants and builders, in the 
printing, circulation, filling-up and exam- 
ination of millions of forms every year 
to be diverted to essential work. The 
builder would then have more time to 
get on with the job, and _ increased 
efficiency and lower costs would follow. 
Whilst the production of some of the 
materials concerned was still a_ little 
below demand, he was confident that the 
decisions would prove that controls 
aggravated shortages. Builders were now 
looking forward to the promised simpli- 
fication of the steel and timber controls 
and ultimately to their abolition. When 
these controls were removed and the 
builder was once more free to exercise 
his initiative to the full, most of the 
present criticisms of the industry would 


disappear. 


DIRECT LABOUR 
NEWS OF THREE CITIES’ SCHEMES 


A REPLY to the declared intention of 
the Labour group of Sheffield City Coun- 
cil to build Corporation houses entirely 
by direct labour and to cut out the pri- 
vate builder was made on November 10 
by Mr. H. Vickers, of Sheffield Master 
Builders’ Federation. This attitude 
showed a complete absence of fairness, 
he said. Althou there were highly 
efficient firms ready to continue house- 
building for the Corporation, if 
given the opportunity, it was pro- 
posed to give a contract for 102 houses 
to the Public Works Department. Mr. 
Vickers said that he doubted whether the 
P.W.D. could build houses cheaper than 
the private builder and challenged a state- 
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memt that the department could build 
better houses. 

The success of Wolverhampon Corpor- 
ation’s direct labour building depart- 
ment, regarded by the Ministry of 
Health as one of best organisations 
of its kind in the country, is outlined in 
a report dealing with an analysis of the 
department's first contract for the erec- 
tion of fifty houses. A saving of £80 
over the total contract figure was made, 
and the borough engineer (Mr. W. Mervyn 
Law) expresses his pride in the co- 
operation of the workmen, who showed 
enthusiasm. A bonus scheme, he says, 
contributed measurably to the successful 
conclusion of the contract, and initial 
reports that houses could be built with 
a_ high standard of workmanship and 
with a saving in the cost of supervision 
had been proved. The work was carried 
out without a clerk of works, and there 
was a substantial saving of man-hours per 
house. 

Bristol City Council has decided, by 58 
votes to 42, to appoint a committee of 
eight to present a scheme for setting upa 
direct building department. 


A Housing Resolution. 

The following resolution was adopted 
by the National Council of Women of 
Great Britain at its annual conference:— 

The National Council of Women urges 
the Government:—1. To permit a 
greater proportion of building to be car- 
ried out by private enterprise; 2. To re 
duce controls and expedite the building 
of houses for the people; and 3. That 
no more dwelling houses be transferred 
from one Government department to an- 
other, or be sold or rented for use other 
than as dwelling houses. 


JACONELLO LID. 


Specialists in 
FLOORING 














TERRAZZO FLOOR AND WALL TILES 
JOINTLESS FLOORS & WOOD BLOCKS 
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NEW TOWN FOR 
MINERS 
PROGRESS AT PETERLEE 
A Fy oe which has 
nm ma wi e 
planning ‘of Peterlee New Pa ange << | 
oe between Sunderland and West 


lepool, was given to the housing 
Centre on November 2 by Dr. MONICA 


FeLton, formerly a member the 
L.C.C., later of pm Develop- 
ment Corporation and now Chairman of 


the Peterlee Development Corporation. 
Following is a summary of her re- 
$:— - 

The new town is named after Peter 
Lee, a miners’ leader who died in 1935 
after spending almost his whole life 
in the area. When completed it will 
have a population of between 30,000 and 
40,000, distributed over an area of 
2,350 acres. Peterlee is _ basically 
different from any other new town 
because the people who will ultimately 
live there are already in the neighbour- 
hood, and because it came into existence 
at the request of people in the district. 
It is in the area of the Easington Council, 
which is concerned with a bigger fom. 
lation than any other ( 
council in the country—about 80,000 in 
23 villages. The surveyor to the Council 
persuaded that authority to obtain a 
central site where a new town could be 
built for miners and their families who. 
live on top of the pits in villages of un- 
speakable dreariness. The local oo 
became very enthusiastic about the 
and Mr. Silkin, the Minister of Town 
and Country Planning, was persuaded to 
examine the proposal on the spot. At 
the time it was felt that the New Towns 
Act would not quite cover the case, but 
the Minister managed to make the Act 
applicable. 

The Devel t Corporation had 
decided that y wanted a really co- 
herent architecture for the new town 
and had called in Mr. Lubetkin to be 
the architectural adviser. The task of 
making the master plan for Peterlee was 
therefore made very much clearer 
because the Development Corporation 
were thinking about building before 
they started on the master plan. But the 
master plan had to be related to the 
whole problem of subsidence, because 
there were 34,000,000 tons of coal under- 
neath the site. Between the miners 
working underground and the site were 


500 feet of limestone. The site itself 
was very beautiful, but almost entirely 
surroun by squalor. Across the 


southern portion from east to west ran 
one of the most beautiful wooded 
“ denes” in the whole North-east. 

Mrs. Felton concluded :— 

The three chief problems facing the 
Development Corporation at the moment 
are the difficulties inherent in the nature 
of the site, the fact that the master plan 
would have to provide for a town 
centre much out of proportion to the 
total population, and the need to provide 
new industries in a complicated way. 

The master _—_ should be completed 
by the end of the year, or in January 
next, but because the housing situation 
is so acute, the Corporation is ng 
to get one housing scheme begun well in 
advance of the approval of the master 
plan a gm Minister. They have decided 


to build in the south-east corner of the 
site, by a t with the National Coal 
Board. It is hoped to start on 100 


houses and flats and some amenity 


buildings fairly soon. 
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in answer to questions, Dr. Felton said 
that the Corporation was considering the 
adoption of some form of district 
heating for the town, but in doing so 
they had to contend with the prevalence 
of the open coal fire in most of the 
houses and the economic factor of the 
free coal allowed to miners. She did 
not think building of a short-life type 
would be adequate because it would be 
too expensive in the long run and was 
not of a sufficiently high quality. 
Because they were building in an area of 
unspeakable dreariness they were 
under an obligation to erect buildings 
of exceptionally high architectural stan- 
dards. There was some building labour 
in the district, but it was mostly employed 
on direct building work by the rural 
district council. When the Corporation 
reached its peak of building activity in 
1950 and 1951 they would be faced with 
the necessity of bringing in building 
labour from outside. 

_ Dr. Felton added that building on a 
big scale would not be begun until the 
master plan had been approved by the 
Minister. The Corporation Architect’s 
department was endeavouring to 
ascertain the needs of the prospective 
occupants of the houses in regard to the 
desi of the living-room and _ the 
special needs of a predominantly mining 
population. 


GAMES ROOM FOR 
APPRENTICES 


AMENITY AT BRIXTON SCHOOL 


“Wecould do with 22,000 appren- 
tices in the building trade, and I can't 
see why every apprentice should not be 
guaranteed regular employment for the 
rest of his life,” said Lorp Morrison, 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister 
of Works, speaking at the Brixton 
School of Building, on Tuesday, after 
opening a games room which the school 
had placed at the disposal of the Lon- 
don Building Trade Apprentices’ Sports 
and Welfare Association. The fact that 
there was a shortage of apprentices, he 
said, meant that those who were avail- 
able should be good—and they could 
only be good if, in addition to giving full 
attention to their work, they also made 
time for healthful recreation and sport. 

Mr. G. Hitt, chairman of Region 5 
of the Association, outlined the story of 
the growth of the Association from the 
time when Major L. Shingleton. now its 
president, first suggested its formation 
to the L.M.B.A. He pointed out that 
in addition to the games facilities already 
provided in the new room it was hoped 
that film shows and lectures by celebri- 
ties would be given there. 

The vote of thanks to Lord Morrison 
was proposed by Major SHINGLETON, 
who told the apprentices present that the 
Association was out to help them in their 
welfare as well as their sport. 


PURCHASE TAX 
Exemption of certain floor coverings. 


The Treasury have made an Order 
under Section 21 of the Finance Act, 
1948, the effect of which is to exempt 
from purchase tax floor coverings in the 
form of tiles or strips not exceeding 450 
square inches in area, irrespective of 
shape. The Order applies to the goods 
specified which are delivered on sale, or 
appropriated to retail trade or similar pur- 
poses on or after November 15, 1948, or, 
in the case of imported goods which are 
entered with the Customs or delivered 
ane weitaiote for home con- 

on, as the case may be, 
November 15, 1948. 4 aa sis! 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


County Alderman Elected. 

The Hertfordshire County Council has 
elected Mr. Horace A. Maxfield, J.P., 
M.1.0.B., of Arthur J. Maxfield and Son, 
building contractors, Waltham Cross, as 
a county alderman in place of the late 
Sir David Rutherford. 


Structure of the Gas Industry. 

The British Gas Council, 1, Grosvenor- 
place, London, S.W.1, has published a 
booklet entitled “The Structure of the 
Gas Industry under the Gas Act, 1948.” 
The booklet has been written by Mr. 
J. R. W. Alexander, M.A., LL.B., F.C.LS., 
general manager to the Council. 
Unlawful Use of Title “ Architect.” 

At Leeds Police Court, on November 
11, Barry Cramer, structural and ferro- 
concrete engineer, was fined £25, with 
£10 costs, on information laid by the 
Architects’ Registration Council for un- 
lawfully practising under the title of 
“architect.” The defendant pleaded 
guilty. 

Contractors Build a House a Day. 

When 1,002 “ Easiform ” houses had 
been handed over to the Bristol Corpora- 
tion on October 15, there had been 
exactly 1,002 working days since the first 
contract was started in 1945 by John 
Laing and Son, Ltd. of Mill Hill, 
N.W.7. The work was done with a 
labour force that never exceeded 800 
men. These facts are given in the firm’s 
monthly news sheet, “Team _ Spirit,” 
which points out that the building rate 
has speeded up considerably now, and 
that an average of 2¢ houses are erected 
each working day. The present target is 
to finish 600 houses a year. ; 
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Hospital Division to aid Architects. 


Hospital committees and architects who 
are planning new buildings or exten- 
sions will be able to make use of the 
advisory service which is included in the 
division of hospital facilities proposed by 
the King Edward’s Hospital Fund. The 
director of the division will be Captain 
J. E. Stone, to whom all inquiries should 
be sent. ' 


New Waste Paper Contest. 

Over 1,000 local authorities have en- 
tered the Waste Paper Recovery Associa- 
tion's second contest, which is being held 
over the winter months from October to 
March. Paper salvaged over the months 
of March, April and May, the period of 
the first contest, brought local authorities 
a total sum of £555,253; an increase of 
— over the corresponding period in 


South African Building Opportunity. 

Quantities (South African practice) will 
shortly be ready for the Riviera Hotel, 
Hermanus, about 80 miles from Cape 
Town. Contractors with established 
branches in South Africa who wish to 
tender are invited to apply to Messrs. 
Alwyn Underdown, F.R.I.B.A.,_ char- 
tered architects, 9 Hyde-gardens, East- 
bourne, Sussex, for bills. A deposit of 
£2 2s. is required. 


Bye-laws Without Tears. 


The Town Clerk of Huddersfield (Mr. 
Harry Bann) has just published a 
volume containing all the byeclaws re- 
ge to building which have been made 
by the local authority under the Public 
Health Act of 1936. The book has eighty- 
two pages and an appendix, with an index 
running into ten pages. The bye-laws 
are stated clearly in a language easy to 
understand. Some of the bye-laws date 
back to the Huddersfield Improvement 
Act of 1871; all were revised under the 
1936 Act, but some of the original regu- 
lations still stand. 


Liquid Rosin Imports Resumed. 

The Board of Trade announce that 
no further purchases of liquid rosin will 
be made on government account. In 
future, imports will be on private account 
but importers will be required to take 
one ton from Government stocks for each 
three tons imported. For currency rea- 
sons, importers will be required to give 
an undertaking that they will sell only 
for approved purposes and to submit to 
the Raw Materials Department monthly 
returns of sales and stocks. Applications 
for licences to import should be addressed 
to the Import Licensing Department. 
Board of Trade, 189, Regent-street, W.1. 


Time Reduction in House Building. 


When recently handing over the 
1,000th “ Easiform” house built by his 
Dartford company for the Maidstone 
Corporation since the war, Mr. Gough- 
Cooper said that in 1938 it took 100 
hours to do a job; in 1946 it took 160 
hours, but to-day, thanks to their system 
of incentives, they had reduced the figure 
to 120 hours—an achievement of which 
he was proud. Guests on this occasion 
were given a pamphlet containing a brief 
history of the firm and a heraldic map 
of the area covered by its operations. 
This history points out that although 
the firm in its present form was estab- 
lished in 1932 its roots go back over 
50 years. In the future it proposes to 
cover a wider field and a subsidiary com- 
pany has already been established in 
South Africa. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Reg on ty .—On selected site, new work- 
shops and offices to be aa for which the 
architect is James Grindley, 87 , Brackbrae-ave., 
Bishopbriggs. 


Glasgow.—Alterations and additions Pte 
to the Citizen Theatre, Gorbals, for whic 
architects are J. T. Thomson and MacCrae 


212, Bath-st.. Glasgow. At Virginia-st. for 
Marks and Spencer, a new canteen is to be 
erected for which the architects are J. Munro 
& Son, West George-st., Glasgow. 
Glasgow.—At 83 to 91, Forth-st., additions and 
alterations to be carried out for which the 
architects are J. T. Thomson and MacCrae, 212, 
Bath-st., Glasgow. A. G. Barr & Co., Lid.. 
mineral water manufacturers, to carry out 
alterations and additions at Gallowgate factory. 
G ow.—At Kennyhill, Cumbernauld-rd.. 
new buildin s to be erected for which the 
architect is Thomson, 5, Wood-st., Glasgow. 
Glasgow. —Extensions to be carried out by 
the Croft Bodybuilding and Engineering Co., 
Lid., for which the architects are J. Munro & 
Son, 307, West George-st.. Glasgow. British 
Electricity Board, Broombill-dr., to erect can- 
teen. 
Kilmarnook.—Conversion into day nursery of 
Laigh Kirk Old Manse for E.C. Architect, A. 
Dunlop, 3, Croeft-st., Kilmarnock. 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this 
and previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not in- 
cluded in this list see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


NOVEMBER 24. 


tStafford R. ay ag houses at Gt. Hay- 


wood. H. R. Nixon, S- Council Offices, 7, St. 
Mary’s-gr. Dep. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 26. 


+*Blackpool C.B.—46 houses and 4 flats at 
Mereside estate. B.S. 

t*isle of Ety C.C.—Sports 
School site, Whittlesey.  R. 
County A., ‘County Hall, March. ~e = £2 2s. 

y ©6.C.—Three-classroom loc at 

Reigate and Redhill School of Art. Black. 
borough-rd. County Architect, County: Ha‘l, 
Kingston-on-Thames. Dep. £2 2s 


NOVEMBER 727. 
tEast Lethian ©.C.—16 houses at 35 sites. 
County A., County-bldgs., Haddington. 
t*Lincein (Parts of Kesteven) ©.C.—Houses 
at Langtoft Small Holding No. 1, County A., 
County Offices, Sleaford. Tenders by Decem- 


ber 14. 
NOVEMBER 29. 
Middleton T.C.—68 houses at ae sites. 


avilion at New 
. Robson (A.), 
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DECEMBER 4. 
*Tonbridge U.D.C.—48 houses at Brook-st. 
estate. E. & §., Tonbridge Castle. Dep. £3 3s. 


DECEMBER 6. 
cup T.C.—Six type A houses and 4 type B 
at MMatlock End (No. 1) site. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 
“Huntingdon E.C.—School meals kitchen and 
dining-room at Ramsey Abbey Grammar School. 
County 8. and Architect. Walden House. 


DECEMBER 7. 

Agunay R.D.C.—Six houses with site works 
at Stone. R. C. White, Ceely House, Church- 
st. Dep. £3 3 

*Portsmouth er eee of Nos. 449, 
Portland-ter7., Southsea, into flats, hostel_and 
club premises. R. Lewis Reynish (A.), Kent 
Lodge, Queen’s-cres., Southsea. Dep. £2 2s. 

*St. Albans R.D.C.—14 flats, type 8.2, and 2 
flats, type N.2, at St. Leonard’s-cres., Sandridge. 
A. & 8., 4%, Upper Lattimore-rd. Dep. £1 Is. 

DECEMBER 8. 


*B C.B.—80 houses at Brook-rd. 
area, Kinson. Boro’ A. (Room 51). Dep. £2 2s 
* Burton-on-Trent C.B.—Group 5: 1 pair of 


houses at Weir Bank, Rosliston-rd.. Group 6: 
Block of 3-storey flats at Manners site. Bs 
Dep. £1 ls. each group. 

Grimsby le —60 houses at Weelsby-rd. B.E. 
&S8. Dep. £ 

nae: 165 R. D.C.—Ten houses at Glascote 
site. N. Jepson (A.), Midland Bank-chbrs., 
el Dep. £3 3s. 


DECEMBER 9. 

*Caine and Chippenham R.D.C.—Site works, 
roads, drains, ete., and erection of 6 houses at 
Langley Burrell site, and paths, drains and 
erection of 2 houses at Christian Malford site. 
Edward & Webster, architects, 32, Market-pl.. 
Chippenham, Wilts. Dep. £2 2s. each site. 

DECEMBER 10. 

"Salford T.C.—22 houses with site works at 
Seedley-rd. City E. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Salford T.C.—Eicht Seesse with ae works 
at Eccles Old-rd. City E. Dep. £1 1s. 

t*Sutton and Cheam T.C.—16 houses at 
Sutton Common-rd. Boro’ E., Architect & § 
Dep. £5 5s. Tenders by January 12. 


DECEMBER 11. 

*Moriey T.C.—80 houses at 3 sites. M. H. 
Brook (A.), Housing Director, National Pro- 
vincial Bank-chbrs., Queen-st. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 13. 

*Burniey C.B.—Extensions at Townley Tech- 
alent — School. 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

D.C.—44 houses at Ripley Spring 
este EY 2 8., Fire Station-bldgs., High-st. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


sa shire E.C.—New primary school 
Abermule. County A., County Offices, New- 


town, Dep. £2 2s. 
t*Portsmouth T.C.—74 houses at Leigh Park, 
Contract No. 4. City A., 1, Clarence-paradv. 


Southsea. Dep. £3 3s. 
DECEMBER 14. 
*Bucks Water Board.—Pumping station and 
staff cottages at Hawridge, nr. Chesham. R. C. 
White (F.), Ceely House, Church-st., Aylesbury. 


Dep. £10 10s. 
*Richmond ) T.C.—Two blocks of oe 


(6 flats each) at Beaufort-ct., Beaufort 
Ham. B.E., Hotham House, Heron-ct., Rich: 
mond. Dep. £3 36 

DECEMBER 16. 


“Lindsey C.C.—One-form Junior Mixed and 
Infant School, Skegness Richmond Farm. 
County A., County Offices, Lincoln. Dep. £3 58 











J. Pollard (L.), Boro’ A. pee. 
t*Saffron Walden R&.D.C 
Stansted. A. W. Overall, C. 

pley U.D.C.—16 houses at 

hill. §8., Town Hall. Dep. £2 
t*Watford R.D.C—12 houses at Hazelwood-la.. 
Hunton Bridge. Dawe & Carter, 83, High-st., 
Watford, Dep. £1 1s. Tenders by December 13 


NOVEMBER 30. 
Braintree U.D.C.—Four hauses at Pe og ave., 
together with gg oe parse H. Cook k, archi- 


eds-rd., Wind- 


tect, Town Hall. £2 2s 
tEarby U.D.C. te ‘eases and 8 aged persons’ 
bungalows at Rushden-ave. estate. G, Walker, 
& §., Council —e. Dep. £2 2s. 
ee ee T.C.—20 houses and 2 
— shops at Clopton estate. B.E. Dep. 
gE c.B8.—Rebuilding art 30-34, 
Caeile. st. Henry . Ellis & Son, M.A. (F. & 
Mardy-chbrs., 6, Wind-st., Swansea. Dep. 
tee 


DECEMBER 1. 
ey R.D.C.—Two houses at Pidding- 
ton. Ry Openshaw (A.), Oxford Allied Archi- 
tects, St. Giles-st., Oxford. Dep. £2. 
*St. ye R.D.C.—Eight houses at Fenstan- 


£2 _ 
32 all ot = 





ton. Lea & Milner, 4, Market-hill, Huntingdon. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 3. 
+*Farnborough U.D.C.—14 pairs of houses at 


Hawley-la._ estate. Il Cc. Jenkins, B.Sc., 
AM.LC.R., KE & 8, Town Hall. Dep. 23. 
December 14. 


Tenders by 
*Tamworth T.C.—24 houses (34 dwellings, in- 
cluding flats) at Fazeley-rd. site. B.E. & 8. 








Colou: Sprays Ltd 
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DECEMBER 
Kirkby-in- U.D.C.—Alterations and re- 
construction of of Market Hall, Bast Kirkby. 
E. 8. & Architect, Public = Dep. £2 2s. 


JANUARY 


one City Treas, “30 dwolings at varoug 


Edward-st. Dep. £2 
vs DATE. 
*South frica.—Riviera Hotel, Hermanus. 
Alwyn ederim {2}. 3. LAS, — 9, 
Hyde-gdns., Eastbourne. Dep. £2 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC apiece 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


DECEMBER 3. 
Keighley E.C.—Internal painting at 3 schools. 
Boro’ A., College-st. Dep. £1. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


; NOVEMBER 2. 

Luton R.D.0.—Roads and sewers, 
Hockcliffe site. E. & 8., 73. West Parade, 
stable. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 3. 

Luton T.C.—Completion of estate roads at 

Farley Hill. B.E. Dep. £3 3s 
Tamworth T.C.—Provision ” and lying 
3,500 yds. of bituminous carpeting at Breit. 


ag ow 


rd., A.Sl. B.E. & 8. 
DECEMBER 6. 
Nerth Riding ©.C.—Surface dressi of 370 
miles of pre og County 8., —— 
Swadlincote District U. D.C _—Redrainage for 
Poo} Village. E. & 8. Dep. £2 2s. 


DECEMBER 7. 

Hemel Hempstead T.C.—Concrete reservoir at 
Adeyfield-rd. Edward Sandeman, Kennard & 
oo 1, er wena ae Dep. . aS 

Stratford-on-Avon .—Laying of water 
male. etc., at Alcester-rd. H. J. Weeks, S.. 


. Guild-st. 
DECEMBER &. 
Runcorn U.D.C.—Private street works at. 
Russell-rd. and Hazel-ave. E. & 8., Town Hall. 


ot £2 2s. 

R.D.C.—750 yds. of Sin. dia. 
penettes ig water main, etc., at Catworth. 
poorer. Keay & Gimson, 6, Millstone-la., 

Eeeretee ep. £1 1s. 
Stowmarket U.D.C.—Pumping main at dis- 
al works. W. Herbert Bateman & poe 
Chesterfield House, Batheaston, Bath Dep. 


Bromwich C©.B.—Roads and sewers at 
Hatley Heath site No. 2. B.E. &8. Dep. 


ee Sint coven. a 
Kidsgrove —Roads a sewers 4&4 
Gemye Bank site. E. & 8. Town Hall. Dep 


ag R.D.C.—Laying of asbestos cement 
pi construction of pumping station and fre- 
orced concrete water tower . Church- 


stanton. Ross, eoper & Harvey, 38, Market- 
_ Chippenham, -s Dep. £1. 
DECEMBER 13. 
*Watford R.D.C.—Roads, etc., at Green-ia., 


— & Carter, 83, High-st., Watford. 


DECEMBER 15. 
h R.D.C.—Sewerage and sewage 
disposal works at Seamer and Ayton. C., 
Council Offices, 14, Dean-rd. Dep. £5 Se. 
DECEMBER 16. 
Lieyn ®.D.C.—Extension of water mains at 


Oxhey. 
Dep. 21 


Penrhos. Richards & Dumbleton, Cornwall- 
—. 45, Newhall-st., Birmingham, 3. Dep 
58. 


U. —— and sewers at 
wallngest st. site. N. Holmes, A.M.I.C.E.. E. & 
rstang-rd., “Fulwood. . £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 2. 
*Ealing T.C.—48 in. dia. relief sewer at Peri- 
vale. B.E. & 8. Dep. £2 2s. 


NO DATE. 
*Linslade U.D.C.—Roads, sewers and drains 
at Soulbury-rd. H. A. Rolls, chartered archi- 
og ee ridge-st., Leighton Buzzard. Dep 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


Barnet.—Fiats.—At Colney Hatch-la. K. R. 
Smith (A.), Nederham, Oaklands-ave., Oxhey, 


Herts. 

Garden.—Rerarrs.—To market build- 
ings for Coven Garden Properties Co., Ltd. Sur- 
vevers. aot Hoggins York, 4, Watford- 


rd., N 
i] ~via Bane —L.C.C. considering build- 
ing 158 houses and 10 shops at Windsor-st. 
.—Hovsine.—Tenders for Church- 
st. scheme will if robably be invited early in 1949. 
Lats.—Tenders for first 6 
blocks of Bishop’s Bridgerd. scheme will 
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probably be invited early in 1949. ne archi- 
tect is Mr. Denis Lazdun, F.R.LB 
teh.—FLats.—M.H. approved erection 


Shoredi 
of second block of Murray-gr. flats 

Shoreditch. — Houses. — L.C.C. considering 
building 2 blocks of 59 houses at Wilks-pl. 

nd.—ALTERATIONS.—Proposed at 333, for 
Short’s, Ltd. Surveyors, Debenham, Tewson 
and Chinnocks, St. Stephen’s-chbrs., Telegrapli 
st., E.C.2. 
(PROVINCIAL) 

Atherton.—Lancs b.C. 
at Gloucester-st. 

Barrow.—Chester R.D.C. proposes to acquire 
land at subject to M.H. approval, for 


propose nursery school 


Barrow, 


housing. 

Bedlington.—Pithead baths to be built. Archi- 
tects, P. L. Browne, Son & Harding, Pear!- 
bldgs., Newcastle. 

Bolton.—T.C. approved :—Warehouse at Back 
Seymour-rd., Astley Bridge for Astley Dye & 
Chemical Co., Ltd.; extensions to deparimental 
stores at Deansgafe for Marks and Spencer, 
Ltd., Baker-st., London, N.W.1.—T.C. propose 


nursery schoo] at Thomasson Park for E.C.— 
T.C. propose extensions to Victoria Restaurant 
at £20,000. 

Bournemouth.—L. J. Couves & Partners. 
Carliol House, Newcastle, are architects for 
power station at Bournemouth. 

Brierley Hill.—Staffs. E.C. propose day nursery 
at Quarry Bank. 

Bristo!.—_M.H. allocated 1,350 houses to City 
©. for 1949; 270 may be built by private enter- 
prise. 

Burgess Hill.—U.D.C. asked M.H. for permis- 
sion to erect 14 houses at West Park. 


Bury.—T.C. approved:—Hostel at 107, Prin- 
cess-st. for W. Mycock; extensions at Crown 
Hat Works, Lower Woodhill-rd., for Henry 


Binns; additjons to works at Lord-st. for Bent- 
ley & Jackson, Ltd.; extensions to works at 
Back-o’-th’-Square for Allen Dyers, Union-st.-- 
T.C. propose county college.—T.C. received 
allocation from M.H. for 100 houses. 

Carmarthen.—R.D.C. granted 110 houses by 
Welsh Board of Health. 


Chester.—T.C. propose child welfare centre 
and clinic at land adjoining Crook-st. 
Coventry.—E.C. propose sec. sch. at Keresley- 


Kelmscote-rd. 
branch library at 


and 
propose 


rd., Copthorne-rd. 
Denton.—U.D.C. 
east ward. 
Droitwich.—k.D.C. approved agricultural! 
houses at Harford Hill Farm for W. E. Palmer; 
offices at Impey estate for Ralph Edwards 
Enterprises, Ltd.—J. 8. Priest proposes factory 
at Lower Hollowfields Farm, Hanbury.—Mem.- 


bers of British Legion branch propose head- 

quarters off Gurney’s-la.—Worcs. C.C. propose 

police houses at Stalls Farm estate. 
Eastbourne.—Repairs to Trinity district 


school for E.C, at £8,250. 
Connolly (A.). 
Eccies.—E.C. propose 
sch. at Peel Green for 50 children at £6,297. 
Felling-on-Tyne.—U.D.C. approved in = pmnn- 
ciple erection of public- house at High Heworth- 
la. for Fenwick & Co., Ltd., Sunderland. Archi- 
tects, Page. Son & Hill, 75, King-st., South 


Shields. 

G .—T.C. to invite applications for reat- 
ing of building sites at Bridgemary estate for 
erection of permanent shops. 

Gosport. —M. H. approves 
batch of 150 “ Easiform ’ 
site. 


Halifax.—E.C. ropose sec. 
and voluntary sch. at Pellon. 

Heywood.—T.C. approved:—Extensions at 
Crimble Hall for J. Kenyons & Sons, Ltd.; ad- 
ditions at Black Bull hotel, Rochdale-rd. East, 
for Cornbrook Brewery Co., Ltd., Ellesmere-st., 
Hulme. Manchester 15; dairy at Copped Hill 
Farm, Ashworth, for W. B. Ovenden & Son, 
Hinds Mill, Elton, Bury: layout of 24 houses 
and 8 bungalows at Gooden Farm and Argyle- 
st. —_ and 8 houses at Peel-la. for Housing 


School architect, H. 


completion of open-air 


erection of third 
houses at Bridgemary 


and prim. schs. 


Cttee.-Lancs E.C. propose day nursery at 
Queen-s st. at £11,000. 

Hoole.—Village Hall cttee. propose com- 
munity hall at Liverpool] Old-rd. 

ee « mene Pe BES eo of canteen for 
Tomkinson, Ltd., Carpet Mills. 

Lampeter.—St. David’s College recommending 


theological hall 
College architect, Mr. 


College Council to build new 
and residential blocks. 
Ben Roderick. 
Leeds.—E.C. propose 6 schs. at £500,00v. 
Leicester —Rev. Canon M. A. Gilleran, P.P. 
Church of St. Petes King Richard’s-rd., pro- 
. sch. at Gimson estate. 
—Mersey Docks and Harbour Board, 


Pierhead, prop se 2 new transit sheds at Liver- 


pool Docks and 1 at Birkenhead Docks at 
£1.000,000. 

Liantairfechan —U.D.C. approved alterations 
to Victoria hotel for Trevor Jones. 

Lian Penmachno.—-Nant Conway R.D.C. to 


build 16 houses. 
Liantrisant.—Lianiwit Fardre R.D.C. to pur- 
chase site at the common for housing estate. 


Maidstone.—Sawmill, stores, etc., at Bridge 
Wharf, Sakina. for J. and A. S. Smythe, 
Architects, Read & McDermott, 8, High- 


st., Rochester. 


THE BUILDER 


approved :—Alterations af 
Brunswick inn, 127. Bury New-rd., Strangeways, 
for B. Cunningham, brewer, Warrington; altera- 
tions at engineering works at Church-st., Bes 
wick, for A. kK. & Robinson & Co., Ltd. 
(H. Elder (1L.), 66, Manchester-rd., Wilmstow. 
Cheshire); houses at Fairmile-dr., Didsbury, for 
¥. Brown (H. Hankinson (L.), 3, The Dowas, 
Altrincham, Ches.—T.C. propose branch library 
at corner of Kochdale-rd. and Churnet-st., 
Collybuarst. 

Newbiggin-by-the-Sea.—U.D.C. io build 136 
houses at Spital Farm site. Plans by surveyor, 
J. Kailofer, U.D.C. offices. 

Newcastie.—Stephenson & Gillis, Saville- 
chbrs., Saville-row, Newcastle, are architects for 
extensions to premises of Jacksons, Tailors, 
Lid., Northumberland-st. 

Nidderdale.—R.D.C. received M.H. approval 
to erection of houses at Great Ouseburn (26), 
Kirk Hammerton (2), Boroughbridge (12), Nun 
Monkton (2), South Stainjley (2), and Little 
QOuseburn (8). 

Northumbertand.—C.C. has included in esti- 
mates £30.000 for erection of 51 police houses. 
W. W. Tasker, County Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
county architect. 

Norwich.—E..C. 
Tuckswood estate, 


Manchesier.—T.C. 


acres at 


acquired site of 56 
proposed 


Lakenham, for 


schools. City A., H. G. Hannaford (F.), City 
Hall. 

Ormskirk.—Lancs E.C. propose grammar, 
technical bi-lateral sch. 

Oswestry.—W. Elsworth (A.). Dana-chbrs., 


is architect for mar 


Shrewsbury. 
for the Terri- 


quarters at depot, 


Castle Gates, 
ried soldiers’ 


torial Army (Shrops.) Assn. 
Oxford.—Extension to Randolph Hotel at 
£34,000 approved by M.O.W. 

Preston.—Rev. P. A. Schofield, vicar, and 


P.C. of Penwortham Parish Church propose 
parochial institute at Ba adjoining vicarage, 
Penwortham, at £4,0 


Retford.—R.D.C. 
for 8 houses at Church-st. 

Ripley (Derbys.).—U.D.C. 
at Sandham Park estate. 

Rotherham.—T.C. approved :—4 police houses 
at East Bawtry-rd. for West Riding Standing 
Joint cttee.; additions at White Lion hotel, 
College-rd., and to the Crown inn, Greasborough, 
for S. H. Ward & Co., Ltd., Sheaf Brewery, 
Eccleshall-rd., Sheffield 11. 

Rotherham.—T.C. approved extensions at Co- 
operative stores, Bradstone-rd., for Kotherham 
Co-op. Society, Ltd., Main-st. 

Rubery.—Rev. Canon F. K. Roberts, vicar. 
and P.C, of St. Chad’s propose new church ana 
mission church at Rednal. 

Settle.—R.D.C. received allocation from M.H. 
for 14 houses at Hellifield, 10 at Giggleswick, 2 
at Ingleton, and 6 by private enterprise. 

Shefheid.—T.C. approved rebuilding at 
Tinsley Bridge; received sanction to borrow 
£311,068 for building 226 houses at Woodthorpe 
estate, extension and 12 houses at Parson 
Cross estate extension. 


anil approval to scheme 
South Leverton. 
propose 20 houses 


24hours 
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Smethwick.—Scribbans & Co., Ltd., bakers 
Moss & Sons (Stockport), Ltd., propose rebyi)d 
ing and extensions to bakeries at Corbeti-s; 

South Moreton.— Wallingford R.D.C. to appl, 
for loan sanction of £17,000 for 12 Airey house 

Stockport.—Roberts & Roberts, 40, King-s 
Manchester 2, are architects for opera house 
at Lord-st. and Duke-st. for J. H. Stansfield 
F. Marsland, builder, 7, Bullock-st., propos 
: shops and smaj] cinema at Restrevor- rd — 

Cresswell, Buxton-rd., Great Moor, propos 
“ rol-filling station, garage and showrooms at 
Buxton-rd. and Southworth-st., Great Moor.- 
Hursted Estates, Ltd., propose shops and offices 
at St, Petersgate (Roberts & Roberts, archi- 
tects, 4, King-St., Manchester 2).—William 
Moss & Sons (Stockport), Ltd., propose rebuild 


ing works at Wellington-st. and Hopes Carr 
(W. W. Taylor, 5, Wellington-rd. South, archi- 
tect), 

Stretford.—T.C. approved :—Sawmill, Trafford 
Park-rd., for J. owlinson & Son (Man 
chester), Ltd.—K.C. Authorities propose sec. 
sch. 


Sunderiand.—Douglas Haig Memorial Homes 
to erect 12 houses at Hill-view estate and 10 at 
Springwell Farm estate—Plans approved for 
factory extension at Leopold-st. for J. A. Job- 
ling & Co. 

big: —Power station to be built. Plans 
by L ‘ . Couves & Partners, Carlio] House, New- 
casi Me 

Tursdale.—Pithead baths to be built at Turs 
dale, Co. Durham. Plans by Miner’s Welfare 
Dept., Old Queen-st., S.W.1. 

Wailsend.—Plans to ;+ considered by T.C. for 
erection of shops at Statiort-rd. 

Walisend.—Site at West Farm estate ear 

marked for hotel for James Deuchar, Ltd.. New 
castle. Lawson, Barras-bldgs., Barras 
bridge, Newcastle-on-Tyne, architect. 

West Bromwich.—T.C. approved :—Additions 
to works at Church-la. for Johnson Iron & Steel 
Co., Ltd.; extensions to works at Bridge Wharf 
for Charles (Wednesbury), Ltd. (Scott & Clark 


(AA.), Regent-chbrs., Wednesbury); extensions 
at Albion Strip Mills, Albion-rd., for J. B. & 


S. Lees, Ltd. (C. E. M. Fillmore (F.), 8, New- 
hall-st., Birmingham 3); works canteen and 
public hall at Swan Village for Birmingham 
Gas Dept. (S. N. Cooke & Partners (F.), Sun- 

ldgs., Bennett’s-hill, Birmingham 2. 

West Hartlepool.—Turnbull & Rowe, West 
Hartlepool, are architects for erection of dance 
hall and shops at. The Front, Seaton Carew. 

Whitley Bay.-U.D.C. allocated 36 houses 
Surveyor, E. Roberts, Council Offices. 

Wigan. EC. propose infants’ sch. at Pember 
ton.—R.C. Authorities propose sec. sch. at New- 
town.—Rev. J. Lawton, vicar, and P.C. 
St. Anne’s, Beech Hill, propose church at 
£25,000. Quiggin & Gee (FF.), North House 
17. North John-st., Liverpoo] 2. 

Winchesier.—T.C. received sanction to build 
82 houses and flats at New Stanmore estate. 
H. S. Sawyer (F.), Queen Anne-chbrs., High- 
st. 
ee .—U.D.C. granted 30 houses by 

Wrexham.—Memorial hall preliminary speci- 
fications approved by Victory Commemoration 
Fund cttee. Plans by Chief housing architect. 


Cost, £60,000 
TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

Denotes provisionally accepted. 

Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
Denotes accepted by H.M, Government 
departments, 


Accrington.—Cooling tower, ete... at new Hun- 
coat Electricity Generating Station, for British 
Electricity Authority (North-Western Division), 
East Didsbury, Mhachoater. Consulting Engi- 
neers, L. G. Mouchel & Partners, 36-38, 


net 


Victoria-st., S.W.1: *Bierrum & Partners, Ltd., 
10. Sudbury-hill, Harrow-on-the-Hill, Middx. 
shby.—Houses, for U.D.C.:—10 at Black- 
fordby, *F. R. Searancke, Church Gresley; 6 at 
Westfields, *“Messrs. Moss, Coalville. 
Billingham-on-Tees.—For additional class 
rooms at R.C. School: *W. Thompson, Lid, 


Linthorpe, Middlesbrough. 
Bolton.— Works canteen at Lower Bridgeman- 
st.. for Swan & Haslam, Lid. Bradshaw, Gass 
& Hope (FF.), 19, Silverwell-st.: *Robert Paiton 
& Son. Bradford-st., Bolton. 
Bolton.—Day nursery at Roxaline-st., for 
*T.C.: *G. H. Pearse & Son, Lid., Darley-st., 
and 24 tT 


£6 866. 

Bury.—14 houses at Redvales 
tional flats at Pape es Mount, aoe TC. Jd. 
Chadwick, M.B. A.M.Inst.C.E., B.E.: *G. 
Hughes. 2, eo ln dr.. Bury thon: B otarth 
Bros., 17a, Willows-rd.. Prestwich, nr. Man- 
chester (4); *Building Dept., Bury ‘Corporation 
(24). 

Cardiff.—First. stage of war damage rebuild- 
ing, for Brown Bros., Ltd., Browns-bldgs., Great 
Eastern-st.. E.C.2. ‘Architects, Henry Budgen 
& Co., Westminster-chbrs., St. Mary-st., Cardiff: 
*Gee, Walker & Slater, Lid., 100, Park-la., W.1. 

sey-—36 houses at Courland pinedos 
estate, for U.D.C. W. V. Davies, E. 
Quantities by E. C. Harris & Partners: *E. P. 


Stonehouse-st., 
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*Mid-Surrey Building Co. = Sa 
Derby.—Conversion of Ashe H oeiwall, cate 
Special School, for C.B. Thos. a East (F.), 
Boro’ A.: *H. J. Warner, Ltd., 114, Station-rd., 
as Derby, 12,850. 
on -S houses at A ey sites, for C.B. 
a os. East (F.), Boro *Boro’ 
Dept., 839, London-rd., Derby * £57,318. 
Doncaster.—92 houses at ay-la. estate, for 
c.B. L. J. Tucker (A.), =o 8., 15, South 
Parade: *Frank Haslam, Regent-chbrs., 
Hall Cross, Doncaster, rey 
Droytsden.—Gir's’ secondary ag school 
at Manor-rd., for Lancs E G. Noel Hil 
(P.), County A., Preston: *Wm. Townson & 
Sons, Ltd., Park Hill-st., Bolton, £206,564. 
Durham.—Police houses, etc., for T.C.: *E. 
lanes Ltd., Darlington, ‘three ‘pairs and office, 


‘ol leridge- gdne.. Bae ae £11,385; *W. 
Stobart Bill Crook, two houses at Low 
Mown Me i ‘or £3,634; *L. Ather, 


Gateshead, two houses and office, Lenin-ter., 
Stanley, £4,698; *Beli & Ridley, Durham, two 
houses and office at Crossgate Moor, £4,281; 
two houses at Brewery Field, Spennymoor, 
£3,421; and two and office at Sherburn Village, 
£3,865. 

East Barnet.—Rebuilding Nos. 80-84, Cat-hill, 
for W.D.C. Architect, aud W. Dennis, 3. 
Chase-side, Southgate, N.14: *G. Groves & Son, 
6, Bruce-gr., Tottenham, N.17. 

Faringdon. —10 houses with road, sewer, etc., 
for R.D.C. K. M. Hart, E. & S.: *J. Knapp & 
Sons, Blenheim House, Shrivenham, Berks, 
£13 vs 592. 

a —13 houses at Barkway, for R.D.C. 
L Brown (A.), Croft-la., Letchworth, Herts. 
Qu seeition by F. C. Tollafield, F.I.QS., la, 
Churchyard, Hitchin, Herts: *H. Lacey & Sons 

(Builders), Ltd., 2a, Hazelbury-cres.. Luton, 
£18,173. 

Hull.—C. M. Jacobs Homes for Aged Persons 
at Askew-av., for Trustees, Spencer Roper & 
Hall, Suffolk-chbrs., Scale-la., architects: 
*Markwell, Holmes & Hayter, Ltd. 198, 

Albert-av., Hull, 

Wanting ‘don.—Houses, for R.D.C.:—3 pairs at 

Gidding. *Kirby & Co., £8,576; 2 bungalows 
at ‘Spaldwich, *Turner & Spendlove, £2,298. 

i en ie Og and repairs at 

Brompton-rd., for L. Burkett, Ltd. Archi- 
‘eck. R. H. A. Jones (A.), 109, Marsham-st., 
$ : *Barber & Chance, Ltd., Hungerford- 
la.. W.C.2. 

Leyton.—132 houses, outbuildings, ete., at 
various sites, for TC: *J. & J. Dean, Ltd., 
Ruckholt Works, Ruckholt-rd., E.10, £48,404 
(36); *W. Gilson, la Osborne-rd., E.7, £23,781 
(18); *H. ©. Horswill, Ltd., 182, Green- st., E.7 
£13,489 (10); *C. & z Catchpole, Ltd., Potters 
Bar, Middx., £39,220 (30); *F. J. Coxhead & 
Co. (Leytonstone), Ltd., 15-19, Martin-st., E.15, 
£49,562 (38). 

London.—Alterations, etc.. at 24-27, Thayer- 
st., W.1, for George Pulman & Sons, Ltd. 
Architects, S. J. Gray & Hammond, 30, Bed- 
ford-sq. W.C.1: *Yeomans & Partners, 41, 
Upper Berkeley- st.. W.1. 

London.—Rebuilding of ground floor at 18, 
Jockeys-fields, W.C.1. Architect George Coles 
F.), 40, Craven-st.. Strand, W.C.2: *Hudson 
Bros. (Builders) itd., 207, St. John’s-hill, 
Battersea, S.W.1 

pie ey storey office building at 151- 
165, Shaftesbury-av., W.1. Architect, Major 
Arthas S. Ash (F.). 6, Great Cumberland-pl., 

Marble Arch, W.1: *Harry Neal, Ltd., 117, 
Baker-st., W.1. 

London.—Repairs, etc., at Suffolk-st., S.W.:, 
for United Universities Club. Architect, 
Austin Blomfield (F.), 1, New Court, Temple, 


E.C.4: *Senecal, Ltd., 75. Gray’s Inn- rd., W.C.1. 
London.—Conversion into offices of Textile 

Exons be aren ol St. Paul’s Churchyard, E.C.4, 
Mein opolitan Vickers Electrica] Co., ae. 


Surveyors, J. & B 


7) an Park, Manchester. 
ra wr orris, Ltd., 


Gold, 4, Grosvenor-st., W.1: .*P. 
23, Foulden-rd., N.16. 

.—Rep sairs, etc., to offices at Hanover- 
sq., for British Celanese, Ltd. Consulting Engi- 
neers, Heron Rogers & Heastie, 181, Queen 
Victoria-st., E.C.4: *Yeomans & Partnegs, 41, 
Upper Berkeley- st., W.1 

L.c.¢.—Contracts exceeding £2,500 in value 
olan by L.C.C. during period ended November 
11:—Electrical installation at Woodhill] School, 
Woolwich, 8.E., The London Electricity Board, 
Woolwich: Electrical installation at Conway- 
rd. School, Woolwich, 8.E., Electric Contracts 
(London), Ltd., Westminster. 

L.C.c.—War * damage repairs and improve- 
ments at Malmesbury-rd. school :— 

Jenners (Builders), Ltd., heroes 

Bridge .. £12,867 
Gratton Wilson, ‘Ltd., ‘Stratford . 


C.A.8. (Contractors), Lid., Kensington 11,620 
Essex Construction Ce., Ltd. ast 

am 11,453 
Building Estates, Ltd., " Woodford Wells 11.680 
Ww. "Racsten & Son, Ltd., Fulham ... 10,755 
E. H. Burgess, Ltd. §.W.1 10,627 
Thomas Tierney & & Co., Lid., Millwall 10,311 
H. J. Truscott, Ltd.,, Forest, Gate a 10,301 


Geo. L. Edwards, Lid.. E.C.2 . .- 10,237 
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4. .2. Sanat & Sons (Weyhill), Ltd., 
Woolwich 
Architect's comparable estimate is £9,900. 
. eae 3% perambulator = ay and 
ren’s ground at Oaklands estate 
(Clapham Park Rite)” Wandsworth :— 
rarese (Builders), Lid., Wandsworth £109,614 
Sloggetts (Contractors), sane Ken- 


sington 125 
Gee, Walker & Slater, ‘Lta., _West- 
minster 100,897 
Alien Fairhead & Sons, Lid., Enfield... 100,024 
on mg Lid., Finsbury ... : 99,420 
irs, Ltd., Westminster _ -- , SOM5 
ilson Lovatt 4 Sons, Ltd., ”West- 
minster 99,037 
E. H. Smith (Croydon), Lid.. Croydon 98,382 
Rowley Bros., Ltd. enham .. 97,964 


*Sir Lindsay Eom cag & Co., Ltd, 
Holborn 9437 
Comparable estimate of director of housing 

and valuer is £98,420 

Glendon (Air Minis: ).—Contracts to value 
of £500 or over for week ended November 6:— 

Erection of huts, etc., Wm. T. Nicholls, Ltd., 
Gloucester; Sabin & "Young, Lid., Rush all, 
Walsall, Staffs, Painting work, Jas. Hodgins 
& Sons. Ltd., Glasgow C.2; W. J. Naylor & 
Co. (Painting Contractors), Ltd., ilton, 
Bristol; Shop Fronts (Great Britain), Ltd., 
Glasgow, N.W.; West Midlands Erection Co., 
Ltd.. Willenhall, panel Geo. Jones & Son (Con 
tractors), Ltd., Liverpool 6. General Mainten- 
ance work, H. Ashton & Son, Barton-on- 
Humber. 

{London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value 
of £500 or over for week ended November 13:— 
Painting work: Reid Bros., Carlisle; Arundel 
(Contractors), Lid., Bradford; C. J. Else & Co., 
Ltd., Matlock, Derbyshire. Electrica] work: 
Alpha Manufacturing and Electrical Co.. Ltd. 
London, 8.W.4. Heating and hot water instal- 
lation: Edward Deane & Beal, Lid., London, 
E.C.4. Building work: G. & J. Seddon, Ltd.. 
Little Hulton, nr. Bolton, Lancs. 

GLondon (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by 
M.O.W. during week ended November 6:— 

London: Cooper-la. School, Baring-rd., 8.E.1, 
School kitchen and dining-room, W. idham, 
Ltd., 450, Upper Elmers End- rd., Beckenham, 
Kent; Dover House, Whitehall, Repairs and de- 
corating, Higgs & Hill, Lid., Crown Works, 
South Lambeth-rd.. §.W.8; Romney House, 
S.W.1, Occupational services and adaptations, 
J. M. (Contractors, Lid., Terminal House, 52, 
Grosvenor-gdns,, 8.W.1; Employment jPxchange. 
Bardett-rd.. Poplar, Alterations, etc., J. M. (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., Terminal House, 52, Gnome 
gdns., S.W.1; Tele —. Exchange, pS a 
Additional storeys, Haymills (Contractors), Ltd.. 
Hangar-la., Western-av., W.5; Arts Council of 
Great Britain, St. James-sq.. ties RBomb- 
damage restoration, Clemens Bros., Derby 
rd., Forest Gate, E.7. Ches: Married "Soldiers 
Quarters, Moston and The Dale. Erection. Unit 
Construction Co., Ltd., 2ia, Brook-st.. Knutsford, 











10th EDITION REVISED 


HOW TO ESTIMATE 


for Every Class of Building } Work | 
By J. T. REA 


This well-known standard work is 
now re-issued with an important new 
series of comparative tables of costs 
revised to October, 1947. 


THESE TABLES GIVE FULL DETAILS OF: 


(1) Increases in cost of Building Materials for 
years 1937, 1939, 1944, 1945 and 1946. 
(2) Increases in Labour Rates and percentage 
increases for the above five years 
together with the Wages Increase and 
Bonus Incentive introduced in Oct., 1947. 
Average relative proportion of each trade 
to a complete building operation, with 
ratios of Labour to Material in each Trade 
and approximate percentage increases for 
the respective years, 1937-1946. 
(4) Percentage Cost of Building Work as 


~~ 


(3 


at 1914 compared with the years 
1920-1946. 
(s) Notes on the Acts and Regulations 


affecting the Control of Civil Building, 
War Damage Claims, etc. 


730 pages with over 600 illustrations. 
Cloth gilt. Price 18/- net 
(by post, 18/9). 


B. T. BATSFORD, LTD. 


15 North Audley Street, London, W.1 


Large 8vo. 











hg re et Wells, Alterations, T 
6, Nevill-ter., Tunbridge Wells, 

Lanes ; County Grammar School, Barrow-in- 
Furness, Kitchen and = -room, Barrow-in- 


Furness Building Dept., ase-rd., Barrow- 
in-Furness; Orrell County School. Bootle, 
Dining-room = sculleries, Magill Evans 
(Contractors) , 6, Hanover-st., Liverpool ; 
Ao nec ~teleph e Exchange. Thomas 
Collier & td., Brown-st. Works, igh, 
Lanes; Coan la., Culcheth, Site s 
for Aliminiam houses. H. Joyce & Sons, Martins 
Bank-bldgs., Clifton-st., Blackpool; Rem 


Factory, Burniey, Lancaster Erection, J. S 
rard & Sons, Lid., Swinton, Manchester. Middz : 
Oliver Goldsmith School, Kin sbury, Kitchen 
and dining-room, H, Pickrill, td., 8, Station- 
bldgs.. Wealdstone ; Home Office Siore, G.T.C., 
Hounslow, Occupational services, George Moss 
& Sons, Cranleigh Wharf, Lady Margaret-rd., 
Southall, Middx. Notts: C.E. School, The Green, 
Ruddington, ga and dining-room, A. H. 
Taylor (Nottm) 151, Attenborough-la., 
SSeereeene. eeu” Parish CLE. 4 fount) 
School, Newark, Kitchen and dining-room, C. V. 
Russell & Son, Collingham, Newark. Ozford- 
shire: W.A.E.C. Hostel, Chalgrove Airfield, 
Adaptations, Hinking & Frewin, Ltd., Cranham- 
st.. Oxford. Pembrokeshire - Letiersion Volun- 
tary School, temp. school buildings, D. . J. Hum- 
phreys, The Elms, Letterston, Pembs. Staffs: 
Central County Primary School, Biddulph, Temp. 
school buildings. , George Ellis, Saw Mills, H 
st., Hanley, Stents. Surrey : Queen Mary's 
Hospital, hampton Repairs and ceostting 
of window frames, F. Minter, Lid., 
Buckingham-gate, S.W.1. Wilts : Melksiiam, 
Telephone exchan W. E. Chivers & Sons, we 
Devizes, Wilts. orcs : Stanley-rd. School, Wor- 
cester, Kitchen and dining-room, George Foster 
(Contractors), Ltd., Leamington-rd., Broadway, 


Worcester. 
JLondon weet) ).—Works contracts 
pisces 2 by we Dept. or week ended Novem- 


Flints: Building work, R. A. Buckle, Ltd., 
Prestatyn. Leics : Building work, Sherriff & 
Co. (1943), Lid., Leicester. payortnants : Build- 
ing work, Frederick Lack, (Northampton), 
Northampton. Sul lolk : Building work, William 
Sindall (Cambridge), Cambridge. London, 

§.W.1: Painting work, Arnold Sharrocks, Ltd., 
Rovitale ndon, §.R. 16: Electrical’ work, 
Barlow & Young, Ltd., London, 8.W.1. Hants: 
eg work, Arnold ‘Sharrocks, Lid., Woking, 
urrey 

Manchester.—Single-storey extension at New 
Islington Works, Ancoats, for G. Brady & Co., 
Ltd.: *Mark Pharoah, 13, Fairview- -av., Levens- 

teresa 5 19. 

anchester.—Office block, Barton oil cr age 
lation, for Shell-Mex & B.P., Ltd. Reynolds & 


hulme, 


Scott (F.), 9, Albert-eq.: '*Fred Mitchell & 
Son, Ltd., River-pl., City- rd., Hulme, Man- 
chester 15. 


eng gy ay houses for T.C.: 
*Readman & Skelton; *S. & E. Lowe; °C. W. 
Athey and *J. Cresswell (four each). (All of 
Middlesbrough.) 

Nant rig = ee traditional and 8 Airey 
houses at Talybont: ‘Blackburn, James & 
he Oe Old Colwyn, £45,000 (subject to approval.) 
3 ray OP (Yorks). —New primary school, for 
worth iding E.C. Architect, W. Tosher, 8, 
Blenheim-ter., Leeds: “William Birch & Sons. 
a. Spon- la., York. (Cost, £55,000.) 

eweastie.—For alterations and adaptations 
at "Conteal Exchange Hotel: *Constables (New- 


castle), Ltd., Great Market, Newcastle. 
Newecastle.—Canteen and garage, for Harards, 
Ltd., Benfield-rd.: *J. M. Dawson, 71, Iifra- 


combe- gdns., Whitley Bay. 
New Tyne.—Alterations and recon- 
structional work at ‘“‘ Phenix Inn,” Newgate- 


e for Archibald Arrol & Sons. Architect, 
M. Lawson, ai aay ae Bridge, 
) ile. Tyne: effcoc Ltd., 
a Bridge-st., Newcastle-on- Tone. 
L .—18 houses at Here- 
ford -av.. for T.C. 


te B. Parkes (L.). Estate 
Office. Bournville Village Trust, King’s Norton, 
Birmingham 30: ‘Joseph ‘Jones (Newcastle. 
Staffs), Ltd., Liverpool-rd., Newcastle-under- 
ee wee es ’ ts at 
os ouses in two contracts a 
Bilberough estate, for T.C. C. A. Pilkington 
(L.), Housing A.. Guildhall. Contract for 102 
houses: *J. Stamp & Co., Nuthall-rd., Bob- 
bers Mill, Nottin onl contract for 46 houses: 
*Hatchinson & Rostance. Kings Meadow-ri., 
Nottingham (subject to M.H. approval). 


a 
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Nottingham.—Five shops with 
accommodation at Cockington-rd., 
for T.C. . A. Pilkington (L.), 
Guildhall: *W. Herries. 
tingham (subject to M.H. approval). 

Oldbury.—32 houses at Birchfield-la., 
C. B. Eck, A.M.Inst.C.E., B.E.: 


Housing 


dwelling 
pabecones, 
Foxhill-rd., Not- 


for T.C. 
*Butler Bros. 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


10,000 


BUILDERS 


are now members of the 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


The Largest Truly Representative 
Organisation in the Industry 


MAPS OF LONDON DISTRICT— 
AVAILABLE TO BUILDERS 


Showing Labour Exchanges (indexed), 
£1.0.0 post free. 


ENROL NOW 


SUBSCRIPTION £4.4.0 p.a. 
LONDON REGION—37 AREAS 
And over 80 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES 


"Phone or write: 
Secretary: 
26, Gt. Ormond St., Holborn, W.C.1. 
Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: ‘‘ EFEMBE, Holb. London "’ 


The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 
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(Birmingham), Ltd., 150, Sutton-rd., Erdington, 
Birmingtiam 23. 
m.—Day nursery .at Honeywell-la., for 

re Fred Thorpe & Whyman (F. ha, 
Barclays Bank-chbrs., Church-la. 
Ridyard & Sons. Ltd., Railway Saw 
Ashton-under- Lyne, £7 620. 
Ormskirk.—50 houses at County-rd. 
T.C.: *Berry & Hellowell, Burscough, £54,969. 
Rewsey.— ‘our houses at Everleigh with 
sewers, etc., for R.D.C. L. J. Timothy, E. &§ 
+J. H. Challis, Ludgenhall, £6,089. 
Retford.—12 houses at Walkeringham. | for 
R.D.C.: *J. Brown (Retford), Ltd., £16,200 
Ripon. —28 houses at Holmefield site, for T.C. 
P. H. Molyneux, M.I.Mun.E., C.E.: *Gibson 
Bros., Upton, nr. Pontefract, £40,601. 
Shefheld.—_Houses at Littledale estate, tor 
T.C.: *Public Works Dept., 


£132,008 (102) ; *F. 
Finnegan & Co. (Sheffield), Ltd., £37,557 (30) 
*Wm. Memmory & Sons, Ltd., £31,662 (24). 
Skipton.—Four houses at Dalacies-av., Emb- 
say, for R.D.C. T. Yeadon, §.: *Merritt & 
Fryers, Ltd., Sackville-st., 


*James 
Mills, 


site, for 


Skipton, £5,507. 

Stock .—32 houses, 24 flats at Broomfield- 
dr. site, Reddish, for TC. W. F. Gardner, 
M.Inst.C.E., B.S.: *Hugh Owen & Sons, Ltd.. 
431, Buxton-rd., Great Moor, Stockport, £65,621. 

Stoke Newington.—Kebuilding houses, 171- 
183, Kyverdale-rd., for W.D.C. Architect, 
Claude W. Dennis, 3, Chase-side, Southgate, 
N.14: *Field-Davis, Ltd., Norfolk- rd., Barking, 
Essex. 

ag ag Po houses at Pennywell, for 
T.C J. E. Lewis, B.E., 27, Fawcett-st., Sun- 
derland: *L ane, Lid., Fulwell, Sun- 
derland, £176,677. 

Surrey.—Conversion into research seboratestes, 
etc., of Kingswood Warren, for B.B.C.. Chief 
Civil Engineer, T. Tudsbery, C.B.E., 
M.I.C.E.: *Robert Hart & Sons, Ltd., 121, Vic- 
toria-st., S.W. 1. ‘ 

Ulverston. —Structural alterations and addi- 
tions at ‘‘ Stone Cross” estate, for conversion 
into special residential boarding school, for 
Lancashire E E. Pearson (F.) (C. B. 


Fox & Co., 


Pearson & Son), 18, Dalton-sq., Lancaster: 
*Nicholson & Wright, Ltd., Cable-st., Lancaster, 
£28,179. 


Wareham and Purbeck.—Works. for R.D.C.:— 
6 cottages at East Lulworth, *Frank Wyatt & 
Son, Lychett Minster, £9,917 (subject to M.H. 
approval). 

West Hartlepool.—Four houses at Kingsley- 
av., for T.C.: *W. Pearson & Son, Stranton, 
West Hartlepool. 

West Hartlepool.—6 houses for T.C.: *W. W 
Brazel] (West Hartlepool), Ltd. (eight) ; *W. 
Fortune (four); *J. Peel (six) ; *J. Proud, Ltd. 




















STEEL- CRETE 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 25 YEARS 
and consult 


JNO. JONES (STEEL-CRETE) L° 


35, Avenue Chambers, Southampton Row. 
London, W.C.1. Tel.: HOLborn 8011 








oS Preston-hill, 








November 19 (948 











(10); *T. A. Young (10); *T. M. Stone, 13@ 
Ltd. (12); *W. Pearson & Son height) F. 
Gibbon (10); *W. W. Brazel] (12); *C. M. Yui) 


West Hartlepool.—Kitchen, dining-room jo, 
scullery at Redworth-st. and Ward Jack 
schools: *W. Pearson & Son, 


Hartlepool. 
Westmorland.— County 
Milnthorpe, for E.C. P 





























on 


Stranton, West 


primary school 
Crompton (A 


County A., County Offices, Kenda ae 
Baines & Sons (Northern), Ltd, Culgait: 
Penrith, Cumberland. 


Whitley Bay.—14 houses at Seaton Sjuic¢ 
U.D.C. a Roberts, S8.: *Rockcliffe Building « 
Park-view, Whitley yy 

Willesden.—Rebuilding as flats of 27, Shiu 
- 8 hill, Harlesden. Architect, M. H. Stonehi il! 
Kilbarn High-st., N.W.6: *J. G. Scanding 
Kenton, Harrow, Middx. 

Workington.—Alterations and additions at 
Drybread Works, Marsh-la., for West Cumbe: 
land Industrial Develo ens Co., Ltd.. 3 


Roper-st., Whitehaven. Alexander Gibbs f 
Partners, Consultin "Engineers, Queen Anne's 
Lodge, London, 8. *John Laing & Son, 


Ltd., Dalston-rd., Carlisle. 
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STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 








Ventilator 


IN USE 


Boyle's -.'r.- 


OVER TWO MILLION 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 


98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 























W. & M. NEGUS LTD. 
Station Works, 
King James St., $.E.1 
Waterlee 5474 











GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


CAMBERWELL | 


34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.1 


LIMITED 


of 


HEAD OFFICE : 


Tel. : CHAncery 7901-3 














